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Event at Shaw’s Center

Thursday, February 25

CHAMBER MISSION
To best serve the unique
interests and needs of
member businesses and to
champion the broader
economic vitality of the
Metro South region.

In an effort to encourage regional collaboration,  connect, share areas of interest and concern, and e Mt Senih Cramilsas
the Metro South Chamber of Commerce recently ~ learn updates about some of the Chamber’s | of Commerce will hold a Multi-
convened a Regional Roundtable Discussion,  regional initiatives. Topics of discussion included Cultural Business Forum &
bringing together regional town managers, elect- ~ water/wastewater supply, business Site Finder Sherds O Brisinees A

ed select people, the Mayor of Brockton, and  services, new regional brand, Economic develop- Hours on Thursday, February
regional agency heads into one room. The forum  ment, transportation & infrastructure, and more. 25, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm at 1
provided an opportunity for municipalleadersto  ______ Continued on page9 —— Feinberg Way in Brockton.

Please join us as we celebrate the

Investigative Reporter & Author at February Breakfast region’s culturally diverse her.

Bell Stoughton, itage and the success stories of
page 5 Wednesday, February 10, 2016, The Shaw’s Center, Brockton local small businesses.
The evening will consist of a
Join us at the last Good Morning Daphne, two Macavitys, and | Business Resource Expo and a
Metro South Breakfast of the sea- for “The Other Woman,” the | Woman & Minority Owned
son on February 10, 2016 from coveted Mary Higgins Clark | Business Panel, followed by reg-
7:30 - 9:00 am at the Shaw’s Award. Her newest novel, | ular Business After Hours net-
Center, 1 Feinberg Way in “What You See,” is getting working and live music by
Brockton. This program will fea- rave reviews across the coun- Candida Rose. The Business
ture guest speaker Hank Phillippi try, calling it flawless, superb, | Panel will feature success stories
Ryan, award-winning author and and highly entertaining. from Nelson Fernandes of JJ's
investigative reporter. Sponsored by: National reviews have called Caffe, Shane Gooding of The
Lee Farrow, Hank Phillippi Ryan is the on- Hank a "master at crafting sus- Sound Lab, Latonia Francois of
page 6 air investigative reporter for Boston's penseful mysteries" and "a | Let's Write Life, and Herkins
NBC affiliate. She's won 33 EMMYs, superb and gifted storyteller." Francois of H&L Imprints.
13 Edward R. Murrow awards and dozens of Hank is also a founding teacher at Mystery This is a great opportunity
other honors for her groundbreaking journalism. ~ Writers of America University and 2013 president | for potential and existing entre-
A bestselling author of eight mystery novels,  of national Sisters in Crime. preneurs to learn about helpful
Hank has won multiple prestigious awards for resources, network with local
her crime fiction: five Agathas, two Anthonys, the =~ ———— Continued onpage2 ———— | pysinesses, and hear from entre-
N reneurs who have successful
Taste of Metro South Features Food, Music, & Fun! businesses, all while checking
out the Shaw’s Center’s won-
Wednesday, March 23, 2016, The Shaw’s Center, Brockton derful event facility.
Gwendolyn Gavin, The Shaw’s Center has a
poge 7 Tickets are now available at the Chamber or online at metrosouthtaste.com capacity for over 500 with three

c . . . banquet rooms, a beautiful rotun-
Participating Restaurants & Organizations include: | 4. overlooking Campanelli

CONTENTS Braemoor Health Center, Brockton Rox, Freda’s, | giadium, an outdoor tent and
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, JJ's Caffe, Just | Jawn area, and an in-house exec-
Desserts, Mutual Bank, OCES, Petti's Market & Deli, utive chef. Take the opportunity
Good News 4 Simpson Spring, The Shaw’s Center, Wood Palace Kitchens to see for yourself!

Entertainment Includes: Brockton High School Jazz
Band, Brockton Symphony, Cardinal Spellman A cap- | Bysiness After
New Members 10 pella, Rob Peters Entertainment & more! Hours Sponsor:

Member Profiles 12

Calendar of Events 3

Renewing Members 10

Continued on page 6 ———— Learn more on page 2
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Multi-Cultural & Networking Event (cont.)

Turbo Charge Your Business With SBA

Thursday, February 25, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

* 5:00 pm | Business Resource Expo & Networking: Learn about resources
available to help start and grow your business. Experts will assist you on a vari-
ety of topics ranging from financing to developing a business plan, marketing
your business, and winning government contracts.

* 5:30 pm | Woman & Minority Owned Business Panel: Hear from a panel of
local businesses as they share their success stories. Learn how they used their
backgrounds to develop new ideas, leverage regional resources, and tap into
new markets. Remarks by Mayor Bill Carpenter.

Herkins Francois
H&L Imprints

Latonia Francois
Let's Write Life

Nelson Fernandes
JJ's Caffe

Shane Gooding
The Sound Lab

* 6:15 pm | Business After Hours Networking: Meet
hundreds of new potential clients during this Business
After Hours event. Enjoy delicious food from the Shaw’s
Center, a cash bar, and the opportunity to win prizes. Be
sure to bring your business cards! Candida Rose, a
dynamic singer and performer from Cape Verde, will per-
form. She covers a broad range of styles from jazz, to cre-
ole, to R&B, soul, and more.

TO REGISTER: Visit www.metrosouthchamber.com/cal-

- Singer Candida Rose
endar, or contact Athena at alavoie@metrosouthcham-

ber.com, (508) 586.0500 x231. This event is free to the community.
EXHIBITORS INCLUDE: SEED Corporation, MassDevelopment, Supplier
Diversity Office (Operational Services Division), Massachusetts Office of
Business Development, Metro South Chamber of Commerce, City of Brockton,
Brockton 21st Century Corporation, The Shaw’s Center, Old Colony Planning
Council, Rockland Trust, Brockton Area Transit Authority, SE MA SCORE
Counselors, Community Connections of Brockton, South Shore Haitians
United for Progress (SHUP), Haitian Community Partners (HCP), Brockton
Redevelopment Authority, Brockton Area Workforce Investment Board,
Brockton NAACE Cape Verdean Association of Brockton, Brockton Arts, Let’s
Write Life, H&L Imprints, HarborOne Bank.

Investigative Reporter at February Breakfast
Wednesday, February 10, 7:30 am - 9:00 am

Continued from page 1

The sponsor of this event is Eastern Insurance, a

division of Eastern Bank. For nearly two centuries, Eastern Bank has been here
to help generations of individuals, families, and businesses reach their goals.
They’ve accomplished it with honest values and service that always puts their
customers first. It's how they’ve grown to be the largest independent mutually
owned bank and earned their reputation as a bank that cares about its cus-
tomers, communities, and employees. Visit easternbank.com to learn more.

Join us to hear from investigative reporter and award-winning author
Hank Phillippi Ryan, as well as breakfast, networking, and raffles. The cost to
attend is $25 for members and $35 for future-members. As always, don't forget
your business cards! Please register in advance by contacting Athena Lavoie,
alavoie@metrosouthchamber.com, 508.586.0500 x231, or register online at met-
rosouthchamber.com/calendar-registration.

Thursday, February 25, 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Looking to expand your business? Attend a FREE
SBA workshop on Thursday, February 25, 2:30 pm -
4:00 pm at the Metro South Chamber of Commerce, 60
School Street in Brockton. Attendees will gain a better
understanding of SBA programs and services. General
information will be provided on the following:
* MSBDC- MA Small Businesses Development Center
* SCORE- Counselors to America’s Small Business
* SBA Guaranty Loan Programs: 7(a), Micro Loans,

SBA Express Loans & 504- Loan Program

* Government Contracting Opportunities: 8(a)
Business Development, HUBZones (Historically
Underutilized Business Zones), Small Disadvantaged
Business, Surety Bonding, Disaster Assistance

* CWE - Center for Women & Enterprise

Our new SBA rep. Pauline Swanson,
Economic Development Specialist, left,
and Christopher Cooney, Chamber
President & CEQ

To register, visit http:/bit.ly/1UhbtWk or visit metrosouthchamber.com/cal-

endar to learn more.

GOVERNMENTAffairs

The monthly Government Affairs ﬁiegtings are held at the
Chamber and provide an opportunity for member businesses to
discuss issues important to them with their elected officials.

Join us on Friday,
February 19 for the next
monthly Government Affairs
Luncheon, 12:00 pm-1:30 pm
at the Metro South Chamber
of Commerce, 60 School
Street in Brockton. We will

John Regan, AIM

ry issues, litigation, and bal-
lot initiatives. AIM is a com-
munity of Massachusetts
employers working togeth-
er to improve the business

climate and create eco-

nomic opportunity. Learn

be hosting John Regan,

more at aimnet.org

Executive Vice President,
Government Affairs at
Associated Industries of
Massachusetts (AIM).

John manages all govern-
ment affairs functions for the

Sponsored by:

Please register in
advance by contacting
Athena at 508.586.0500 x231,
alavoie(@metrosouthcham-
ber.com or online at met-
rosouthchamber.com/calen-

organization, overseeing AIM’s activi-
ties in four principal areas: administra-
tive and legislative advocacy, regulato-

dar. The cost to attend is $8 for mem-
bers and $15 for future-members and
includes a light lunch.

Basics of Contingency Planning Workshop

Wednesday, February 24, 9:45 am - 11:30 am

Join us on Wednesday, February 24,
9:45 am - 11:30 am at the Metro South
Chamber, 60 School Street
in Brockton for a member-
led workshop on the Basics
of Contingency Planning,
taught by new member,

Trinity Security Solutions.

Are we safe? As national and glob-
al terrorist attacks occur on a weekly
basis, are our offices, facilities, and
employees safe from catastrophic inci-
dents and terrorist attacks? What have
we learned from recent mass shoot-
ings and catastrophic events? From
nuclear reactor meltdowns, tsunamis,
the Boston Marathon bombings, ter-
rorist attacks in San Bernardino,
California, and the Paris, France mas-
sacre - all of these traumatic events,

which targeted large populations, pro-

ducing PANIC, international chaos,
and mass casualties have
a relative and common
thread, Trinity states; the
victims had zero contin-
gency training.

By Attending Trinity Security
Solutions” “Contingency Planning”
class, the instructor will provide you
with the knowledge of how to react,
respond, escape, and conduct yourself
before, during, and after any cata-
strophic event.

This member-led workshop is com-
plimentary to attend. Register by
emailing jamesjoconnell@ymail.com,
or visit metrosouthchamber.com/calen-
dar for more information. Registration
is limited to the first 30 attendees.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS DIRECTORS Networking at Events
OFFICERS Jason Barbosa - Vicente’s Tropical Grocery is one of the most effective ways
Chair of the Board JYane Callohan - HR Alternatives to grow your business!
Susan Joss
Brockton Neighborhood Health Center Joe Cardinal -National Grid
President and CEO Joseph Casey - HarborOne Bank
Christopher Cooney ‘ o F E B R U A RY Calen dﬂr
Metro South Chamber of Commerce Fred Clark - Bridgewater State University
Chair-Elect Peter Dello Russo - Bridgewater Savings Bank 3 Ambassadors Meeting 8:00 am
Gerard Nadeau . .
Rockland Trust Company Franis Dillon - Stonehill College 10 Good Morning Metl;o South 7:30 am
Gregory Hart - Coln Reznick The Shaw’s Center, 1 Feinberg Way, Brockton
Treasurer ) ,
John McGovern Kim Hollon - Signature Healthcare 15 President’s Day - Chamber Closed
McGovern Business Valuation
et -— Richard Hynes- Barbour Corporation 19 Government Affairs 12:00 pm
ice Chair Community Affairs
Robert Kenworthy John Jurezyk - Good Samaritan Medical Center
Bank of America Mohsa Khanhohai 24 Basics of Contingency Planning Workshop 9:45 am
ahsa Khanbaboai -
: . : Khanbabai Immigration Law
Vic d.m" Emnl?mlc Development 25 Turbo Charge Your Business - SBA Workshop 2:30 pm
Pat Ciaramella ) . Jim Murphy LSP- Tracey Environmental, LLC
Old Colony Planning Council
Peter Neville - Concord Foods 25 Business After Hours & Multi-Cultural 5:00 pm
Vice Chair Government Affairs Business Forum
Ray Ledoux Jonathan “Jay” Pike - Sharkansky LLP The Shaw’s Center, 1 Feinberg Way, Brockton
Brockton Area Transit Authority
Andrew Raczka -Abington Bank
Vic.e Chair M.e mbership Development Kathleen Smith -Brockton Public Schools Commg Up
Friend Weiler March
Town Moderator Stan Usovicz -Verizon
Immediate Past Chair Peter Vlaco - Brophy & Philips Company, Inc. 9 Ambassadors Meeting 8:00 am
William Morse
Mutual Bank Dr. Charles Wall - 11 Government Affairs 12:00 pm
Massasoit Community College
15 Executive Committee 3:00 pm
CHAMBER STAFF 508-586-0500  Front Desk x 221
. 23 A Taste of Metro South 5:30 pm
Christopher Cooney, CCE, IOM Alison van Dam, IOM The Shaw's Center, 1 Feinberg Way, Brockton
President and CEO x 223 VP of Business Development/Operations x 225
Athena Lavoie Doris Flecchia 30 Board of Directors 12:00 pm
Director of Programs & Events x 231 Office Assistant x 221
Me'(lnie MCGI’CIih Marissa Recor m 'IE Du'e
Communications Coordinator x 222 Finance/Controller x 230 April
Newsletter Written & Designed by Melanie McGrath
Printing Provided by The Enterprise 5 Ambassador Meeting 8:00 am
ACTION Report Volume 16 - Issue 2 18 Patriot’'s Day - Chamber Closed
y
(USPS-410630) is published monthly except for combined
ACCREDITED July/August for $5.00 per year by the Metro South Chamber of .
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Commerce, Sixty School Street, Brockton, MA 02301-4087. 20 Business After Hours 5:30 pm
Periodical Postage Paid at Brockton, MA. Crescent Credit Union, 115 Commercial Street, Brockton
CHAMB'[ER tMIjSIodN:f To bESt l:erye the POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Action Report,
unique Interests and needs of member Dusinesses : B . . .
and to champion the broader vitality of the Metro Sity Schoo tref, Brockion, MA 0Z301-4087 29 Legislative Luncheon 12:00 pm

South region.

Metro South Chamber of Commerce
Sixty School Street, Brockton, MA 02301-4087
tel: 508 586-0500/fax: 508 587-1340
info@metrosouthchamber.com
www.metrosouthchamber.com

The Metro South Chamber of Commerce is solely responsible
for the editorial content of this publication.

The Chamber wishes to assure our members of our intention
to provide physically challenged participants equal access to
all programs. If you or your employees have special needs
in this area, please let us know by calling the Chamber at
508-586-0500 at least 48 hours in advance.

Photography by: Rich Morgan * www.richmorganphotography.com

Bridgewater State University

Metro South Business Assistance Center (BAC),

60 School Street, Brockton unless otherwise indicated.

Note: All meetings are held at the Metro South Chamber Office or
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Members - Send Good News to
mmegrath@metrosouthchamber.com
Sponsored by: Good Samaritan

GOODNews

Good Samaritan Prostate Cancer Awareness Day
Good Samaritan Medical Center recently par-
ticipated in Prostate Cancer Awareness Day,
in partnership with AdMeTech Foundation
and Brockton NAACP A. Jason Zauls, MD,
Cancer Program Medical Director of Good
Samaritan Medical Center was joined by Dr:
Faina Shtern, President and CEO of
AdMeTech Foundation and Dr. Quoc — Dien
Trinh, an expert in prostate cancer and related
health disparities at Brigham and Women's
Hospital, Dana-Farber Cancer Center and
Harvard Medical School in hosting educa-
tional sessions and group, family and person-
al consultations. The purpose was to inform
and mobilize the local community in a fight
against the high risk and high death toll of
prostate cancer in black men of Brockton,
Plymouth County and surrounding areas.
Learn more at goodsamaritanmedical.org,

Cambridge Savings Bank Random Adis of Kindness
Over the recent holiday season, Cambridge
Savings Bank has been surprising patrons in
the community with random acts of kind-
ness. In the spirit of giving, the Bank’s
employees passed out nearly 2,000 coffees,
lunches and sweet treats from local compa-
nies. Keep an eye out for more random acts
of kindness events planned from
Cambridge Savings Bank throughout 2016,
and learn more at cambridgesavings.com.

Annual Martin Luther King, Jt. Celebration at Massasoit
The Office of Diversity & Inclusion at
Massasoit Community College cordially
invites you to attend the 14th Annual Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration on
February 3, 2016. This event will take place
from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm, at Massasoit
Community College- Brockton Campus;
Buckley performing Arts Center / Fine Arts
Building. The keynote speaker is Lani
Guinier, the first woman of color appointed
to a tenured professorship at Harvard Law
School. The event is free and open to the
public. For additional information please
contact Susan Haidul at 508 588-9100 x1309
or email shaidul@massasoit.mass.edu Visit
massasoit.mass.edu to learn more.

Annual Cupcake Decorating Contest

Join the Brockton Library Foundation at
the WEST BRANCH Library, 540 Forest
Ave on Wednesday, February 17 from 6:00
pm - 7:30 pm for the Annual Cupcake
Decorating Contest. This fun event is for
young kids. For more information, please
visit the Brockton Library Event Calendar
at brocktonpubliclibrary.org, or call 508-
580-7890 x 301.

OCES Holds Food Drives for Three Charities

Old Colony Elder Services' (OCES), the
non-profit agency serving older adults and
people with disabilities throughout the
greater Brockton and Plymouth county
area, recently held a Food Drive for three

charities in their service area - My Brothers
Keeper in Easton, Father Bills &
Mainspring in Brockton, and Plymouth
Area Coalition for the Homeless in
Kingston. OCES' Food Drive was held
among their 235 employees the week
before Christmas. More than 300 non-per-
ishable food items were collected and dis-
tributed among the three charities. Learn
more at ocesma.org,

SEED Corp. Makes Loans to Local Businesses

The  South  Eastern  Economic
Development (SEED) Corporation has
recently closed on loans to Brockton busi-
nesses Old Colony Adult Day Health
Center and Bill Vagenas DMD, totaling
$797,000 and enabling the businesses to
expand and create ten new jobs. SEED
Corp. also closed on loans to Plymouth
County businesses Crayon College at
Plymouth Inc, Southcoast Kitchen
Designs in Carver, and South Shore
Autoworks, LLC in Kingston. The loans
totaling $380,000 enabled the businesses to
start-up, expand and create six new jobs.
For more information about the SBA 504
Program and other SEED loan programs,
please call 508-822-1020 or visit SEED at
www.seedcorp.com.

Science of Sound with Easton’s STEAM Team

Did you know objects you use everyday
make unique sounds? Come to the
Children's Museum in Easton on
Saturday, February 6 to discover the
sounds everyday objects make, and create
your own instruments. From 1-3 pm, girls
from Easton's STEAM Education Team
will be here to assist with activities. These
young girls from the Middle and High
Schools attended the Envision the Future
Summer Camp at BSU, and serve as
ambassadors for STEM/STEAM studies.
They are full of energy, and looking for-
ward to working with children in a fun
and educational way. For more informa-
tion, visit childrensmuseumineaston.org
or call 508-230-3789. The Museum is locat-
ed at 9 Sullivan Avenue in North Easton.

Brockton Symphony Orchestra Family Concert
Warm your winter afternoon on Sunday,
February 21 at the Brockton Symphony
Orchestra's family-friendly concert of
orchestral favorites, featuring principal
clarinetist and chairman of our BrSO
family, Torben Hansen. The concert will
also feature four fabulously fiery sym-
phony finales. The concert will take
place at 3:00 pm at the Buckley
Performing Arts Center on the campus
of Massasoit Community College, locat-
ed at 1 Massasoit Blvd in Brockton.
Children free of charge. For information
and to purchase tickets, please visit
www.brocktonsymphony.org or call
508-588-3841.

G.I Reilly Company Announces Leadership Changes
David J. Keyo Jr, CPA, has been named
President of G.T Reilly & Company, suc-
ceeding Anthony P Smeriglio, CPA, who
has been named Chief Executive Officer of
the firm. As President, Keyo will assume
responsibility for the firm’s operations and
initiatives. Keyo joined the firm in 1996 as
a staff accountant and built his career pro-
viding audit, tax and consulting services to
private businesses, financial institutions
and nonprofit organizations throughout
Massachusetts. As Chief Executive Officer,
Smeriglio will have primary responsibility
for the strategic business direction, mission
and vision of the firm. He began his career
at G.T Reilly in 1974 after graduating from
the University of Connecticut.Visit gtreil-
ly.com for more information.

H&R Block Sweepstakes Winner in Brockton
H&R block is putting the “fun” back in
Refund Season. James Dineen, a local
winner of the H&R Block 1,000 Win
$1,000 Daily Sweepstakes, celebrated at
the H&R Block office at 200 Westgate Dr,
Brockton and was presented with a giant
check. Anyone who files their taxes in a
participating H&R Block office by Feb. 15
can be automatically entered into the
$1,000 sweepstakes being awarded to
thirty-two thousand people this season.
For more information, including official
rules and other ways to enter, taxpayers
can visit www.hrblock.com/grand.

Family Autism Night: Children’s Museum in Easton
On Friday, February 5, the Children’s
Museum in Easton will open from 5:30
pm - 8:00 pm exclusively to families with
children ages 10 and under on the Autism
Spectrum, giving them an opportunity to
explore the Museum’s hands-on exhibits
in a less overwhelming atmosphere. This
program is free but pre-registration is
required. Call 508-230-3789 to register. For
more information, visit childrensmuseu-
mineaston.org.

Mutual Bank Enters Agreement with Cape Cod Five
Mutual Bank, a full-service bank with ten
offices throughout southeastern
Massachusetts, has entered into an agree-
ment with Cape Cod Five Cents Savings
Bank to sell the Mutual Bank branch locat-
ed at 668 Main Street in Falmouth. The sale
is pending regulatory approval and, if
approved, is expected to be final later this
spring. “This move makes good strategic
sense for Mutual Bank”, said CEO Glen
White. “Given our size and the footprint of
our branch network, we believe it’s the
right thing to focus our resources more
efficiently. Visit mymutualbank.com.

Valentine’s Day Teen Skate

Join the Carousel Family Fun Center for a
Valentine's Day Teen Skate on Sunday,
February 14th. This celebration of love will
include awesome music, games, prizes,
giveaways, and special gifts for the first 50

people. Activities will take place from 7:00
pm - 10:00 pm at 1055 Auburn Street,
Whitman. Admission is $10 per person
and skate rental is $3. For more informa-
tion please visit www.carouselskate.com.

[Sense]ation Day - Free Fumily Fun at Fuller Craft
Come to Fuller Craft Museum for a day
filled with hands-on activities, craft
demos, new exhibitions, and fun on
Thursday, February 18! Save the date for
an exciting day of discovery! FREE
admission for up to 2 adults per family
when accompanied by children 12 and
under from 10 am - 4 pm (FREE activities
from 10 am - 2 pm). February's
[SENSE]ation Day will feature storyteller
Tim Van Egmond at 1:00 pm who will
captivate kids and parents with "the
Story Bag. Fuller Craft Museum is locat-
ed at 455 Oak Street in Brockton. For
more info visit fullercraft.org.

Brockton Arts - Angry Love Poetry Slam

On Thursday, February 11, Brockton Arts
Night Slap presents Angry Love, an anti-
Valentine's Day poetry open mic from 6
pm-9:30 pm located at Brockton Art's
new space/ Gallery33 - 33 Dover Street,
Suite 130, Brockton. Bring us your sad
poems about love lost, angry poems
about love gone wrong, funny poems
about love gone awkward after sending
that text to the wrong person. Tired of
the parade of red and pink hearts?
Come on down and vent! For more
information, visit www.brocktonarts.org.

0Old Colony YMCA's Annual Spin-a-thon

Join the Old Colony YMCA as they pedal
with a purpose! The 2016 Annual Spin-
a-thon will take place on Saturday,
March 12; help to make this year the best
yet! One hour is all it takes to help make
a significant impact in the life of a local
family. Your participation in this event
will help support those in need in our
community; all proceeds raised will ben-
efit the Y’s Annual Support Campaign.
Register to spin, fundraise, or contribute
at oldcolonyymca.org/events/spin.

Artistic/Development Director Joins FOST

The Friends of the State Theatre (FOST), a
non-profit volunteer organization com-
mitted to preserving and revitalizing
Stoughton's  historic State Theatre
announces the appointment of Michael La
Fleur of Las Vegas, NV as
Artistic/Development Director, launching
FOST's mission to restore the Theatre, and
provide enriching cultural experiences in
dance, music, theatrical performances,
visual art, literary readings and film events
to the region. efforts to raise awareness for
FOST's mission have allowed the organi-
zation to raise important funds. Under La
Heur's direction, the organization plans to
actively restore the theatre as a vital organ-
ization to the Stoughton community.
Learn more at statetheatre.us.
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Rockland Trust Supports Small Business Success

Calling All Businesses; Support Career Day

Rockland Trust recently renewed their status
as Premier Sponsor of the Metro South
Business Assistance Center (BAC), exemplify-
ing their continued support of small business-
es. Pictured right: Michael Savage, VP & New
Markets Tax Credit & CBA Coordinator,
Rockland Trust; Christopher Cooney, Metro
South Chamber President & CEO

Need Help Starting Your Business?

Searching for Money to Start Your Business?

The Metro South Business Assistance Center (BAC), a partnership of
over twenty organizations, is a high-tech, one-stop business resource center that
offers counseling, technical assistance, and financing to potential, existing and

expanding businesses. FREE services offered

Premier Sponsor: e Bysiness Related Software e Access to Computers & Online Resource
e Comprehensive Reference Library  © Informational & Instructional Videos
* Professional Counseling (by appt.) © Workshops & Seminars (fees may apply)

Located at 60 School Street, Brockton, in the Chamber Building. Call 508.586.0500

Development Continues in the Region

Bernier’s Liquors, located at 905
Plymouth Street (Route 104) in
Bridgewater is being remodeled.
Have you seen any construction
projects happening in the Metro
South area? Send your photos to
Melanie ~ McGrath, mmc-
grath@metrosouthchamber.com

The Santana Restaurant & Function
Hall, located at 684 Crescent Street
in Brockton, opened recently. The
restaurant features a family friendly
atmosphere, with a rental space
ideal for weddings, receptions, ban-
quets, company events, and private
parties. Learn more at san-
tanarestaurantandfunctionhall.com.

Ambassadors Present Economic Impact Awards

Each year at the Chamber’s Annual Meeting, regional companies are rec-
ognized for their significant economic impact, creating jobs and adding to the
rich business culture by providing valuable products, resources, and services.
Members of the Chamber’s Ambassador team visited and presented plaques
to two companies who have invested millions and added valuable jobs.

Bell Stoughton Phoenix Electric Corp., Canton

Evan Pires, Bell Stoughton Regional Manager; Debra
Dion, Bell Stoughton Community Manager; Todd Drager,
Chamber Ambassador, Eastern Insurance

Paul Clark, Manager of Materials Control, Phoenix Electric
Corp.; Katherine Light, Chamber Ambassador,
HarborOne Bank

Tuesday, April 5, 2016, 8:00 am - 11:45 am

We are pleased to announce the 19th Annual
Connecting Activities Career Day presented by the
Brockton Area Workforce Investment Board and sup-
ported by the Metro South Chamber of Commerce.
This initiative is designed as an opportunity to build
stronger connections between schools, businesses, and
the community.

The event, which will be held on Tuesday, April 5th
from 8:00 am to 11:45 am at The Shaw’s Center in Brockton, will provide high
school students with the opportunity to explore careers in the following areas:

Education and Human Services, Finance, Business Management, Sales
and Marketing, Manufacturing and Construction Trades, Information
Technology, Arts, Media & Communication, Cosmetology, Armed Services,
Health and Science, Government, Court System and Law Enforcement, Travel
/Hospitality, Retail, Animal Care, and Architecture.

Each business will be provided with a display table. When developing
your presentation, be mindful that this is not a job fair but a career awareness
activity and our intent is to provide students with information about careers in
a variety of areas. For more information, please contact Nicoline Batista at
nbatista@bawib.org or (508) 584-9800 x23.

Free Tax Preparation for Brockton Households

Low to moderate income families in
the Greater Brockton area are again eli-
gible for free tax preparation, sponsored
by NeighborWorks Southern Mass, the
City of Brockton, Mayor Carpenter, and
Massasoit Community College.

Library Main Branch, 304 Main St.,
Brockton on Mondays from 4:00 pm
- 7200 pm and at the Massasoit
Community College Library in the
Student Center, 1 Massasoit Blvd,
Brockton, on Saturdays from 10:00
am - 1:00 pm.

The Household Income Limitation
for this free service is $53,000.
Assistance will be provided on a first
come, first serve basis.

For details on required docu-
ments, limitations, and eligibility,
please visit buybrockton.org and
click on “News.”

There will be Free Tax Preparation
for qualified individuals from February
1- April 11, 2016 at the Brockton Public
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24" ANNUAL TASTE OF METRO SOUTH

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
METROSOUTHTASTE.COM

Ticket Price: $35. Tickets must be purchased in advance.
Call 508.586.0500 x 231 for tickets and more information

Like us at www.facebook.com/metrosouthchambercommerce to stay up to
date on participating restaurants, organizations and entertainment acts.

Economic Development Head at Breakfast

Sponsored by:

Photos by Rich Morgan Photography.
Sound by Rob Peters Entertainment.

Video by Brockton Community Access
Channel (check listings for air times).

Jay Ash, Secretary of Housing & Economic
Development for the Commonwealth of MA

Event Host & Sponsor, The Martin Institute for Law & Society af
Stonehill College in Easton, challenges students to explore the vital
issues of public policy and social justice through rigorous, critical infer-
disciplinary inquiry. Learn more at stonehill.edu/community-global-
engagement/martin-institute.

Bring your appetites on March 23,
2016, 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm to the Shaw’s
Center in Brockton for the 24th Annual
Taste of Metro South event. This high-
ly anticipated event features an all you
can eat sampling of over 50 diverse
restaurants, cultural and community
organizations, live entertainment, raf-
fle prizes, and more!

The Taste of Metro South is a highly
visible, much publicized and well-
received evening of enjoyment for
everyone. This event has traditionally
drawn between 600-700 people. Come
celebrate the Metro South Region.

Entertainment acts to include the
Brockton High School Jazz Band,
Brockton Symphony Orchestra, Rob
Peters Entertainment, Cardinal
Spellman High School’s acapella
group Symphonium, and more!

Tickets are available by contacting
Athena Lavoie at 508.586.0500 x 231,
alavoie@metrosouthchamber.com, or
by visiting the Metro South Chamber

office, 60 School Street, Brockton, on
Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm.

You may also purchase tickets
online at metrosouthtaste.com. Visit
metrosouthchamber.com or face-
book.com/metrosouthchambercom-
merce for an updated list of partici-
pating restaurants and 