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1.1.! What is a Master Plan? 
A Master Plan is a blueprint for the physical evolution of a community over ten to twenty years, 
together with an existing conditions inventory and assessment of local needs and priorities. The 
purpose of a Master Plan is to guide policy decisions that will shape the community’s physical, social, 
and economic development through leadership, regulations, public investment, and effective public 
engagement in the civic life of the town. Community conversation and a regular, predictable 
evaluation process help to ensure that the Master Plan’s guidance can remain attentive to community 
priorities and values as they change over time.  

Massachusetts G.L. c. 41, § 81D describes the responsibility of a Planning Board to prepare a master 
plan that addresses discrete yet deeply interconnected elements of a community’s composition and 
conditions, including land use, housing, economic development, natural and cultural resources, open 
space and recreation, services and facilities, and circulation. Much of Bridgewater’s history and 
culture is preserved through parks, conservation and recreation areas, and the built environment. 
These connections can be seen in the Natural, Cultural, and Open Space Resources chapter. Just as 
Bridgewater’s unique history and resources influence the town today, they are also reflected in the 
structure of the Town’s Comprehensive Master Plan. Collectively, all of the chapters present a 
snapshot of Bridgewater as it is today, and the community vision statement, goals and 
recommendations, and Implementation Plan comprise a plan for the future.  

1.2.  Community Snapshot 
The Town of Bridgewater is situated south of Boston and east of Providence, poised conveniently at 
the junction of Interstate 495 and State Route 24 for easy access to Cape Cod and the nearby cities of 
Taunton and Brockton. Located in Plymouth County, Bridgewater has a rich history and traditional 
New England character, and it is home to the oldest state college (today’s Bridgewater State 
University) and correctional institute (today’s Old Colony Correctional Center) in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. Bridgewater has abundant natural resources, including Hockomock Swamp, the 
Commonwealth’s largest freshwater wetland, as well as the Town and Matfield Rivers, which meet 
in Bridgewater to form the federally designated “Wild and Scenic” Taunton River.  

First chartered in 1656, Bridgewater has grown and evolved from agricultural roots to a 
manufacturing hub and over time to the suburb it is today. In addition to the major roadways that 
foster Bridgewater’s popularity among commuters working in regional employment centers, 
Bridgewater has access to Boston by MBTA commuter rail. Bridgewater is home to 28,633 residents1 
who enjoy its cultural amenities, including the Bridgewater Public Library, historic Memorial 

1 United States Decennial Census, 2020. This population increase from 2010 to 2020 required the addition of two 
new voting precincts, increasing the number of precincts from seven to nine. 
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Building, Olde Scotland Links Municipal Golf Course, Cole-Yeaton Senior Center, Music Alley next 
to Old Town Hall, and many other community resources such as parks and recreation facilities. 

!

"#$%$!&%$!!"#$%&'()*+'(,-*!'(!
)%'*+$,&-$%.!

!

."/0.&123-4+567+2&2+*3-+87*&90:&
;+2<+87=!/'0$!'(!42();&>)627+2*1!
,#'2#!%$3%$4$(-4!?%&;+2<+87&(@&
A,BC()7'&D()87B54!%$4'*$(-4!/'0'(+!
'(!+%673!87&%-$%4.!

!

)%'*+$,&-$%!'4!26(($2-$*!-6!&(!
'(-$%4-&-$!9EF.!/:1!;67%!/&%+$!
&%-$%'&/4!9G767+&H()7+*&0%"&$."&
$%"&68-&0#.:1!&(*!&(!I1JK&
<(CC)7+2&263,&*7673(8L!

!

)%'*+$,&-$%!'4!#6<$!-6!4$0$%&/!
*767+&38*737)73(8*1!'(2/7*'(+!-#$!
6/*$4-!&(*!/&%+$4-!4-&-$!26//$+$!
9)%'*+$,&-$%!=-&-$!>('0$%4'-?:!&(*!
26%%$2-'6(&/!;&2'/'-?!9@/*!A6/6(?!
A6%%$2-'6(&/!A$(-$%:.!

!

)%'*+$,&-$%!#&4!$B-$(4'0$!63$(!
43&2$1!'(2/7*'(+!*3M&C6N(2&
;62O,68-*C!A&%0$%54!D6(*1!E%6(!
F6%G4!D&%G1!=-'/$4!H!I&%-1!"'-'27-!
A6(4$%0&-'6(!J%$&1!"72G$%,66*!
A6(4$%0&-'6(!J%$&1!F?<&(!
K$&*6,! !

P(<O(C(<O&G56C;!'4!-#$!,624+*7&
@2+*'567+2&5+7,68-!'(!-#$!
A6<<6(,$&/-#!6;!K&44&2#74$--4.!
E-!$B-$(*4!&2%644!3&%-4!6;!
)%'*+$,&-$%!&4!,$//!&4!;'0$!
($'+#L6%'(+!26<<7('-'$4.!

 

1.3. Plan Framework 
Creating a Master Plan begins with public input and the development of a Vision Statement that 
reflects the common goals and objectives of the community. The vision for this plan — shared at the 
beginning of this document — was crafted by the Comprehensive Master Plan Committee (CMPC) 
based on community input and reflects the unique opportunities available to Bridgewater. Each 
element chapter (Chapters 2-7) describes the 
existing conditions, issues, and opportunities from 
which topic goals, policies, and recommendations 
were developed in support of the plan’s vision.  
These recommendations culminate in the 
Implementation Plan (Chapter 8), which lists all of 
the recommended actions for the plan, along with 
responsible parties, timing, and required 
resources. Below is an overview of the plan’s 
overarching goals, all of which serve to support the 
plan’s vision.  
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Since the adoption of the previous Master Plan in 2002, the following zoning district and four overlays 
have been adopted: 

 

With the exception of IE, these districts are either very small or cover a specific property and seem to 
represent the Town using zoning to address issues on a more granular level than in the past.  
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Like most Massachusetts towns, the vast majority of Bridgewater’s land is zoned for low-density 
residential use, most often taking the form of lots with one single-family dwelling. The Residential A/B 
zone represents the majority of residential land, and the majority of total town land, about 65%. It can 
be thought of as the Town’s “default” zoning that applies everywhere that a more specialized or 
intensive use is not present. Residential C & D are smaller, centrally located zones similar to Residential 
A/B but allowing for denser development and a select set of more varied uses. 

The Residential D zone surrounds the Central Business District and can be thought of as the Town’s 
“core” residential district as it covers the most densely populated and developed area. Proximate to 
the CBD’s commercial and mixed-use activities as well as Bridgewater State University, Residential D 
appropriately boasts the most permissive set of allowed uses of any residential zone. Uses such as 
Incubator Innovation Centers, veterinary uses, and conversions to live-work units are all allowable, 
albeit by Special Permit. Residential D is friendlier to multiple units on a single lot than either of the 
other zones; while duplexes and free-standing two family developments are allowable by Special 
Permit in both C and D, only in D is the minimum lot area per dwelling unit smaller than the minimum 
lot size. This serves to incentivize single-family developments in A/B and C more than in D. 

The Residential C zone is in turn arranged in a partial ring around the Residential D zone. This 
arrangement of districts serves to create density that “radiates” outward from the highly developed 
Central Business District outward to the more rural Residential A/B areas. Residential C and D have 
a much smaller minimum lot size (18,500 sf vs. 43,560 sf), lower frontage requirement, smaller 
minimum lot depth, and the ability to develop a greater portion of the lot.  
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history, the Town is a “right-to-farm” community, allowing farming activities by right in every zoning 
district but the Planned Development District. 
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As of 2016, the Central Business District (CBD) has allowed developments with a mix of commercial 
and residential uses. This provision, Section 19 (Mixed Uses), is the Town’s first major initiative to 
encourage housing in a non-residential zone (See the CBD section for details). Conversions of existing 
units to hybrid commercial-residential “live-work units” is also allowable by Special Permit in the 
CBD and surrounding districts, including Residential D. CBD regulations were modified in 2018 to 
allow for more flexibility for Special Permit conditions and provide added density incentives for 
developers. 

!+,,&*</#3(:+$/$%(;/'2*/<2'(
The largest commercial zoning district in Bridgewater is the South Business District along Route 28. 
In contrast, the heart of commercial activity in town is unsurprisingly the Central Business District, 
which is roughly synonymous with Downtown Bridgewater. Several smaller commercial districts are 
located along the multiple state highways that cross through the Town. 

The BB and SBD have minimum open space requirements, 20-30 percent of the lot depending on 
overall lot size, with larger lots requiring a greater percentage of open space. 

:$/".&//':'

Despite acting as Bridgewater’s default commercial zoning district, the Business B district represents 
a minority of the Town’s total commercial area. It follows a commercial corridor along the northern 
portion of Bedford Street/Route 28, south of the Town Center. The BB district has the smallest 
minimum lot size of any district, at 10,000 square feet (some other districts do not have a minimum 
lot size) and some of the least intensive setback requirements: 30 feet in the front, 15 feet on the sides, 
and 25 feet in the rear. The district allows most common commercial uses by right, including gas 
stations and other automotive uses, fast food establishments, and offices, among many others. As 
might be expected of the Town’s basic commercial zone, it boasts few unique uses amongst 
Bridgewater’s business districts. The development here is typical strip-style highway-side commercial 
space. 
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Although established as two separate zoning districts with their own detailed regulatory articles in 
the Bridgewater Zoning Ordinance, the Gateway Business District (GBD) and East Gateway Business 
District (EGBD) are almost functionally identical and can be considered as a single zone occurring in 
two separate locations. The legal differences between the two zones consist of a more inclusive set of 
allowable uses in the EGBD, including banks, dry cleaning, and veterinary services. Both are narrow 
strips of land along Route 104, the major east-west road passing through Bridgewater, and their 
defining feature is an Architectural Review process and set of design standards that seek to “reserve 
and maintain the historic character of the neighborhood… while facilitating economic development.” 

All projects already subject to Planning Board review in the Gateway districts must seek the input of 
the Design Review Committee or another qualified design consultant. The design standards presented 
in the Zoning Ordinance push developers to mimic historic New England styles with a handmade 
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Designed to protect Bridgewater’s water resources, these overlay districts impose additional 
restrictions on development near sensitive area, on top of underlying zoning requirements. The 
defining characteristic of the Flood Plan District is the requirement of a Special Permit from the Board 
of Appeals if a new building is “erected, altered, [or] enlarged.” Additional feedback from the 
Planning Board and Conservation Commission are required before any permit is issued. The Board 
must find that new developments are adequately protected from flooding, Town water supplies are 
protected, and water flow patterns are preserved. 

The Aquifer Protection district is also very likely to trigger a Special Permit process. Projects creating 
an impervious area of more than 2,500 square feet in a 10,000 square foot or smaller lot or an 
impervious area of more than 50 percent of a lot larger than 43,560 square feet require a Special Permit; 
lots in between these size categories use a formula to determine if a permit is required. Certain uses 
considered hazardous to the Town’s groundwater supply are prohibited in the district, such as gas 
stations, storage of animal manure, or landfills. The expansion or alteration of a prohibited use will 
also require a Special Permit.  
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Called “Site Approval” under Section 9.80, Site Plan Review is a process used across the 
Commonwealth for regulating projects expected to have “substantial impact” on a community. The 
Planning Board is designated as the Special Permit Granting Authority for Site Approval in 
Bridgewater, and they have discretion when considering an application. The process is required for a 
set of intensive uses (including industrial uses, retail business, hospitals, hotels, etc.) when parking 
requirements trigger a need for 6 or more spaces. In this way, the Ordinance hopes to capture only 
more impactful projects. 

A preliminary site plan is encouraged, a process where the Board may give an Applicant extensive 
feedback on a draft plan before the main application is filed. The Ordinance also includes a detailed 
set of criteria and guidelines. 
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The Special Permit process is utilized liberally throughout Bridgewater’s Zoning Ordinance, covering 
uses and project types that the Town wishes to allow but regulate more closely than an activity 
allowed by right. There are many uses that require a Special Permit, and several overlay districts carry 
their own Special Permit requirements. Bridgewater’s default Special Permit Granting Authority is 
the Planning Board, although this designation is given to the Zoning Board for several types of Special 
Permit (for example, Flood Plain District Special Permits as described in the previous section). 
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Bridgewater’s parking requirements are consistent and straightforward based on broad use 
categories. For example, all residential uses regardless of type require 2 spaces per dwelling unit 
absent any allowable modifications of standards. 
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•! Districts that have struggled to achieve their stated goals such as the SBD and EGBD should 
be reevaluated. Either tweak regulations to better serve those goals or rethink those goals 
entirely. Perhaps valuable housing projects, for example, could find a home in these districts. 

•! To the extent possible, the Ordinance should be clear about what is or is not allowed by right 
in any district, reducing reliance on the subjective interpretations of the regulations. While 
Bridgewater residents do not desire to reduce reliance on Special Permits, making the process 
as clear and streamlined as possible will help the Special Permit process function more 
effectively. The Town should, however, make sure that current Special Permit requirements 
are appropriate. An example of where Bridgewater succeeds at this is Accessory Dwelling 
Units, allowing modest additions by right in most residential areas where many other Towns 
would require a public hearing process. 

•! Consolidate or simplify the delegation of Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) powers. 
Like many Massachusetts towns, Bridgewater designates either the Planning Board or Board 
of Appeals as the SPGA interchangeably throughout its Zoning Ordinance. Consistency in this 
regard would increase comprehension of zoning procedures for the public and make 
applications requiring multiple Special Permits less difficult. 
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•! Provide clear, concise, and transparent zoning regulations to guide regulatory boards and 
landowners. 

•! Balance land use and development with environmental stewardship and social equity 
concerns. 

)(&%*0#"*-,)$/$"#*4*!"/,.."&%('$,&#*
Policies for decision makers are listed !"#$%&' with relevant recommendations listed below the policy. 
For detail regarding timing and responsible parties for each recommendation, please see the 
Implementation Program in Chapter 8.  
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•! Develop flexible Open Space Design regulations for commercial development to complement 
Bridgewater’s existing residential Open Space Conservation Development option. 
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•! Develop a publicly available interactive GIS zoning map to help citizens understand and 
visualize current zoning policy and physical characteristics of the town.  

•! Schedule and promote a monthly “Zoning 101 Drop-In” hour for members of the public to ask 
Town staff zoning-related questions. 
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Local and regional transportation connections are key to how people live, work, and play in 
Bridgewater. Transportation relates to other plan elements by influencing how and where 
development occurs, and in turn the preservation of open space, types of housing provided, and 
opportunity for economic development. The transportation system provides important connections 
for all people – to healthcare, grocery stores, parks, and schools. For Bridgewater in particular, 
accessible networks for seniors and connections to senior housing is an important transportation issue 
to consider. 

Mobility town-wide and to neighboring towns is mainly influenced by Bridgewater’s roadway 
network, which facilitates travel by foot, bike, car, and bus, and it is also home to the MBTA 
Bridgewater commuter rail station. Currently, Bridgewater residents and the workers employed in 
Bridgewater most commonly drive to work for transportation, as shown in Figure 3.1. As seen by the 
rate of public transit use (which includes buses and trains), Bridgewater’s MBTA station appears to 
be used more by residents of Bridgewater for commuting compared to workers; however, Bridgewater 
workers are more likely to walk to work. Overall, biking is the least common way for people to get 
to/from work in Bridgewater.  
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When compared to neighboring towns (Figure 3.2), Bridgewater has a relatively high percentage of 
residents who walk to work at 6%, with the second highest in Easton at 3%. Despite Bridgewater 
having an MBTA station close to the town center and to Bridgewater State University (BSU), use of 
public transit to get to work is about average compared to neighboring towns, and slightly less than 
towns without a commuter rail station, like Easton and Raynham. These comparisons can help 
identify which areas of transportation and connectivity to focus on and improve in town to meet the 
needs of the population.  

 

 



MAP 3.1. BRIDGEWATER’S TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS AND RELATIONSHIP TO THE BOSTON REGION 
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MAP 3.2. OCPC BRIDGEWATER SIDEWALK GAP ANALYSIS (2018) 



 

 

 
MAP 3.3. OCPC PROPOSED BICYCLE NETWORK (2018) 
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Central Square, which joins Routes 28, 104, and 18 in downtown Bridgewater, has been the focus of 
several planning efforts in recent years. Its existing configuration, including the common serving as a 
rotary, makes circulation for all modes confusing and unsafe, as seen in Figure 3.3.5 Making Central 
Square safer and more accessible for people walking and biking, and improving the sense of place 
downtown through improved parking and urban design have been the focus of recent studies. In 
October 2014 the Town Council approved a vision for the revitalization of Downtown. The plan 
contains several key recommendations for transportation:  

•! Create special signage and 
wayfinding 

•! Adopt a “Park once and 
walk” approach 

•! Implement traffic calming 
strategies 

•! Improve safety and access 
by re-aligning crosswalks to 
shorten crossing distances, 
adding curb extensions, and 
creating off-street pathways 

•! Implement parking 
management strategies, 
including: reassess time 
limits and streamline 
regulations, designated 
employee shared parking, 
update regulations in 
municipal lots, and replace 
head-in angle parking with 
parallel parking to improve 
pedestrian safety. 

•! Review circulation patterns 

The main issues for pedestrians and bicyclists in Central Square are listed in Table 3.1.  

 

 

 

5 Howard Stein Hudson. Central Square Pedestrian Safety Assessment. 2017 
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One-way roads in Central Square lead to confusion for all modes. 
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Figure 7: HSIP Crash Cluster and RSA Locations in Bridgewater 

MAP 3.5. HSIP CRASH CLUSTER AND RSA LOCATIONS IN BRIDGEWATER  
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The most direct regional roadway connection in Bridgewater is the junction of Route 24 and I-495 in 
the southwestern corner of town. I-495 provides access southeast to Wareham and northeast to 
Amesbury, circling the Greater Boston area. This regional connection is influenced by the ability for 
residents to access Route 24 via Route 104. As seen previously in Map 3.4, the ramps between Route 
104 and Route 24 are two of the highest crash locations in town, with the northbound ramps (Exit 24, 
formerly Exit 15, on Route 24) being the highest.  

0-$/)1'(
Located off the I-495 and Route 24 interchange, Bridgewater is subject to traffic by heavy vehicles, 
which need to be accommodated in a way to maintain safety for other modes. Bridgewater Farm 
Supply and junk yards are on the opposite side of the town, though, taking them through the center. 
The majority of companies with large box trucks or semi-trails are concentrated around Scotland 
Boulevard, Elm Street, and First Street.10 The only truck restricted route in Bridgewater is Roberts 
Road, located off Route 104 on the eastern edge of Bridgewater.11 The effectiveness of truck routes and 
exclusions in town is unknown.  

,+%%2'$-(-"/*!
The Bridgewater Commuter Rail Station is located just over ! mile south east of Central Square. While 
there are multiple routes to walk between Central Square and the commuter rail station,  pedestrian 
infrastructure could be improved. The shortest walking path is through BSU campus, with other 
routes much longer. For example, if one drives via Great Hill Road to Route 104/Plymouth Street the 
route is almost two miles, as seen in Figure 3.4. Bridgewater Station has just under 500 parking spaces, 
and due to the lack of bicycle and pedestrian connections to the station, it is likely that the majority of 
riders drive and park, however; its location next to BSU campus makes it a convenient method of 
regional transportation for students. Figure 3.4 also shows the roadway condition and lack of 
multimodal facilities on Great Hill Drive leading into the station. Burrill Avenue has sidewalks on 
both sides for the majority of the corridor, but lacks sidewalks and curbs as it connects to Great Hill 

 

10 Carlton Hunt, Bridgewater Comprehensive Plan Committee, via email, February 22, 2019. 
11 Chris Belmonte, Police Chief, Town of Bridgewater, interviewed by Carlton Hunt, Bridgewater Comprehensive Plan 
Committee, February 15, 2019. 
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The plan, building off the 2016 town Complete Streets policy, identified projects to improve safety and 
provide a connected network for all road users in Bridgewater.12 A Complete Street is defined as, “one 
that provides safe and accessible options for all travel modes—walking, biking, transit and vehicles—
for people of all ages and abilities.” 
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The plan identified opportunities to improve and expand trails and parks throughout town, which 
help support walking and biking connections.  
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This project proposes to extend commuter rail service from Bridgewater to southeastern 
Massachusetts along the Middleborough/Lakeville line, including service to Taunton, New Bedford, 
and Fall River.  &
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While downtown Bridgewater is a common destination,  
easy access is limited by its existing traffic circulation and 
lack of pedestrian infrastructure, and wayfinding for 
both drivers and pedestrians. In particular there is a need 
to better connect pedestrian networks between BSU, the 
commuter rail station, and downtown Bridgewater. 
Input, received through the community outreach process 
has shown support for a focus on pedestrian safety 
downtown, especially accessibility for seniors, increased 
traffic calming on all town roads, and an improved 
parking and wayfinding system. The majority of parking 
issues are experienced between customers of downtown 
businesses and BSU students. The primary complaint is 
confusing traffic patterns leading to lack of ability to find 
parking, congestion and unsafe conditions.13 A parking 
utilization study completed in 2014 shows that parking in 
downtown Bridgewater peaks midday at about 60% of 
total capacity of both on-street and off-street parking 
supply.14 This study also shows that the majority of 
residents prefer no parking in Central Square, as seen in 
Figure 3.6. 

Community concern was also raised regarding truck traffic through Central Square, particularly by 
trucks traveling through town to reach outside destinations. Freight patterns will need to be further 

 

12 Howard Stein Hudson. Bridgewater Complete Streets Prioritization Plan Report. 2017. 
13 Old Colony Planning Council.  Downtown Bridgewater Plan. 2016 
14 The Cecil Group and Nelson\Nygaard. Bridgewater Downtown Community Development Master Plan. 2014 
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designed parking system can also promote pedestrian connectivity and create a sense of place by 
creating a “park once and walk” environment through streetscape and wayfinding improvements. 

Exploring strategies for parking management can help Bridgewater meet its goals for transportation 
and circulation, as well as housing and economic development downtown, by finding ways to better 
accommodate demand within the existing parking supply.  

+%&72(#:2N7*7'/##
The Town anticipates a future increase in ridership for senior transportation. OCPC recently 
completed a senior citizens transportation needs survey for the Bridgewater Elder Affairs 
Department. The Elder Affairs Department would like to add grocery shopping days and increase 
funding to provide four days of service per week to meet projected demand. With multiple residential 
developments catering to over 55-year-olds, including High Pond Estates and Stone Meadow, there is 
an opportunity to encourage van usage and expand the Elder Affairs Service.   

-$,-$"'/+&"*(",,$..((
O2&7&8#K2(#B%.%4'(7)&#300%44#
An existing opportunity for improving pedestrian connectivity is the town’s zoning requirement that 
pedestrian circulation be provided by a system of pathways providing direct routes to major 
buildings, parking areas, roads, and open spaces. Bridgewater’s subdivision rules and regulations 
require pedestrian ways or footpaths to provide convenient circulation or access to schools, 
playgrounds, shopping, churches, transportation, parks and conservation areas with a 15 to 20-foot 
right of way. However, according to the Open Space and Recreation Plan, these standards are not well 
defined or enforced. The plan recommends a town-wide pedestrian/bikeway system to help enforce 
these standards and ensure that newly constructed paths can be connected to an existing network. 

<P74'7&8#Q()7*4#)&.#DA%&#+A)0%#
Bridgewater is home to the Bay Circuit Trail. This trail provides the community with greater access to 
the natural and historic elements in town, including Iron Works Park and Bridgewater Stiles and Hart 
Conservation Parkland, and is a starting point for providing a more connected network. 

Bridgewater’s open space resources, including Lake Nippenicket, Tuckerwood Conservation Area, 
Stiles and Hart Conservation Area, Great River Preserve, Wyman Meadow, and Carver Pond provide 
opportunities throughout town to develop a connected network. The Nunckatessett Greenway is 
envisioned as a greenbelt along the Town River and into West Bridgewater to link town-owned 
conservation areas to the Bay Circuit Trail, to create a contiguous, walkable or paddleable trail and 
parkland system. The report, Nunckatessett Greenway: A Call to Action was completed in 2014 to 
further support the need for a greenway master plan.17 A concept for connecting the Bay Circuit Trail 
and Nunckatessett Greenway is illustrated in Figure 3.8. Community input as part of the Master Plan 

 

17 The Nunckatessett Greenway – Bridgewater, MA. Accessed at 
http://www.nunckatessettgreenway.org/explore/bridgewater/ on February 15, 2021.  
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As is consistent with the county and state 
statistics for age and disability status, the 75+ 
population is the most heavily affected in 
Bridgewater (Table 4.4). 

;+"$#*<$&+'-+/*!"#$%&'(")/*
Bridgewater has significant numbers of 
“group quarters” residents: people present in 
Bridgewater because they reside in some type 
of institutional or non-institutional setting. 
Most of the available demographic statistics 
for cities and towns are based on total population, which includes group quarters residents. Thus, the 
3,300 undergraduate students residing on the BSU campus14 and approximately 1,550 inmates of 
OCCC and BSH15are counted in the total population, but they do not count toward the community’s 
households. At 16.2 percent, the share of Bridgewater’s total population living in group quarters is 
significantly higher than the surrounding communities together (1.2 percent), Plymouth County (2.2 
percent), and the state as a whole (3.4 percent). For this reason, this element examines households when 
possible rather than population, although both categories are used throughout the chapter. 

+"#,-+"$*,)

="$/-5"%3*>6#-/*
Bridgewater has a higher percentage of nonfamily households not living alone (i.e., unrelated adults 
sharing a housing unit) than its neighboring communities (Table 4.5). The highest concentration of 
these unrelated households exists in the census block groups near BSU, as shown in Map 4.3 in the 
Appendix. (Note that this does not include students who live in university housing, as they are not 
counted toward Bridgewater’s households.)  

!"#$%&'(K(&968.%:6$,&!T7%&

Family Households Nonfamily Households 
TOTAL 
HOUSEHOLDS 

Married 
Couple 

Single 
Parent, Male 

Single Parent, 
Female 

Living 
Alone 

Not Living 
Alone 

Bridgewater 8,133 53.8% 6.2% 9.7% 21.7% 8.5% 

East Bridgewater 4828 61.7% 3.1% 11.7% 17.9% 5.5% 

Halifax 2,904 61.5% 4.9% 6.2% 23% 4.4% 

Middleborough 9,283 54% 3.8% 10.6% 26.1% 5.5% 

West Bridgewater 2,499 57.2% 5.1% 7.4% 23.4% 6.9% 
Raynham 5,255 58.7% 4.1% 9.2% 21.4% 6.6% 
Source: ACS 5-Year Estimates (2014-2019), Table B11001 

14 Bridgewater State University, “Living on Campus.” Accessed July 5, 2020 at https://www.bridgew.edu/student-
life/residence-life-housing. 
15 Massachusetts Department of Corrections, “January 2020 MA DOC Institutional Fact Cards.” At the time of 
publication of these fact cards, BSH housed 225 individuals (179 committed inmates; 85 for observation), and OCCC 
housed 758 criminally convicted inmates, with an additional 571 at Massachusetts Treatment Center (529 inmates; 42 
temporary commitments). 

!"#$%&'('(&5%->%+/&6G&5678$"/06+&30/:&P0."#0$0/T&#T&O1%&
Bridgewater Plymouth County MA 

Under 5 3.4% 0.9% 0.7% 
5 To 17 2.0% 4.5% 5.% 
18 To 34 6.7% 6.6% 5.9% 
35 To 64 7.4% 9.9% 10.8% 
65 To 74 24.4% 19.7% 21.3% 
75 Plus 39.4% 42.4% 47.3% 
Total 8.8% 11.2% 11.6% 
Source: ACS 5-Year Estimates, 2014-2019, Table B18101. 
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Table 4.9 lists the median home value for owner-occupied units, as well as the ratio of Bridgewater’s 
median to comparison geographies. A ratio of less than 1.0 indicates that Bridgewater’s median home 
values are lower than the comparison geography, and a ratio over 1.0 indicates that Bridgewater’s 
median home values are higher. Overall home values for owner-occupied residences in Bridgewater 
are higher than the five immediate surrounding towns, but are somewhat lower than five of the nine 
Tier 2 communities, as well as the county and the state. The share of homes valued over $500,000 is 
slightly higher than the average share for all fifteen comparison communities (13.8 percent), but is 
significantly lower than Plymouth County as a whole. 

!+"#-+'6*>&F-/*
The Massachusetts Department of Revenue publishes an average single- family tax bill for most of the 
351 municipalities in the state,25 as well as a ranking to compare communities — the lower the numeric 

24 These property values do not reflect the upward trends in real estate from 2020 to present (2022). For context, the 
current median sale price for a single-family home in Bridgewater is $510,000 for the year 2021 compared to $490,000 
for Plymouth County. Bridgewater’s 2021 median single-family sales price exceeded that of the surrounding tier 1 
communities. The percent of homes valued over $500,000 in real-time is likely significantly higher than what ACS 
estimates indicate. 
25 DLS does not have sufficient data to calculate an average single-family tax bill for communities that have adopted 
the residential exemption (MGL c59:5C). 
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ranking, the higher the average tax bill. For example, the Town of Weston has been ranked #1 since 
1988 (the furthest year back for which DOR provides data), which means its residents have the highest 
average single family tax bill. Bridgewater’s average ranking over the past ten years is 125 (out of 351 
municipalities). While rising property taxes can be a source of frustration for residents, these statewide 
rankings yield greater context and perspective. Among the comparison geographies used in this 
chapter, Easton has the highest average single family tax bill, and Lakeville has the lowest, with 
Bridgewater slightly on the higher end. Figure 4.12 shows that while Bridgewater residents have seen 
an increase in the dollar amount for property tax bills, the Town’s comparative ranking has dropped. 

Comparing the average single-family tax bill with the median household income of homeowners 
yields further insight into the severity of a community’s residential tax burden, as Figure 4.13 below 
shows. By this measure, Carver residents experience the greatest strain relative to the comparison 
communities; the average 2019 single family tax bill in Carver was equivalent to 7.0 percent of  the 
median household income of homeowners. Conversely, Lakeville has the second highest median 
household income, but one of the lowest average tax bills at 4.2 percent of its median homeowner 
household income. Bridgewater’s average single family tax bill is equivalent to 5.2 percent of its 
median household income, slightly less than the average of 5.4 percent rate of all comparison 
communities. 
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The table below outlines the Town’s housing partners, although currently the Town’s Affordable 
Housing Trust and Housing Partnership Committee are not active.  
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In April 2005, Bridgewater residents voted to adopt the Community Preservation Act (CPA) per 
MGL Chapter 44B. CPA revenue consists of funds generated by a local 2% property tax surcharge 
as well as distributions from the statewide Community Preservation Trust Fund. Ten percent of 
CPA funds must be allocated toward community housing. Bridgewater’s FY 2020-2024 Community 
Preservation Plan outlines goals for the creation and preservation of affordable community 
housing options, primarily for both younger families and individuals, as well as seniors. These goals 
tie into the 2017 Housing Production Plan and 2016 Downtown Bridgewater Plan and can be 
facilitated by the housing reserves of the CPA fund, estimated at the time of the plan’s publication 
to be $426,962.98.!" 
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a staff of four. The Authority manages 166 state public housing units for low-income families, 
seniors, and disabled persons. There are twelve scattered family sites and 154 low-income 
senior/disabled units at the Heritage Circle and Hemlock Drive developments. As of December 
2019, the BHA had a waitlist of over 4,000.!# 
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The Bridgewater Affordable Housing Trust was established in 2015 with the mission of providing 
for the creation and preservation of affordable housing for the benefit of low and moderate 
income households. While currently dormant,  the Trust when active has the authority to acquire 
real estate and personal property by gift, purchase, or otherwise, and to use such property toward 
the fulfilment of the Trust’s mission. The 2017 Housing Production Plan prioritized capitalizing the 
AHT fund in two of its five goals (under Goal 1, “Capitalize the Affordable Housing Trust Fund” and 
under Goal 5, “Fund the Affordable Housing Trust.”) 
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& Currently dormant, the Housing Partnership Committee was established to act as an advisory 

committee focused on the development of affordable housing and ensuring equal access to 
housing. The Committee is tasked with providing guidance to the Town Manager regarding the 
Town’s policies and programs for meeting 40B requirements; reviewing all Local Initiative Program 
(LIP) applications; and making recommendations for their acceptance or denial. When active, the 
Housing Partnership Committee is composed of five members, two of whom are appointed by the 
Town Manager, one member appointed by the Affordable Housing Trust, one member appointed 
by the Water and Sewer Board, and one member appointed by the Planning Board.   

In addition to the above boards and committees, community groups working toward strengthening 
Bridgewater’s commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion could become partners with the Town 
to create community awareness around fair and affordable issues. Current groups with missions to 

31 Town of Bridgewater Community Preservation Plan, FY 2020-2024 
32 BHA Town Report, 2019. Online at http://bridgewaterhousingauthority.org/?page_id=277 
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A community’s economy is primarily driven by the wealth of its households, the makeup of its 
commercial and industrial base, access to local jobs and the wages paid by local establishments, and 
the skills of workers within its labor shed. The economy of each community contributes to a larger 
regional marketplace, where cities and towns are connected by employment, interrelated industries, 
transportation systems, labor and trade, and water. A comprehensive approach to economic 
development can lay the groundwork for any community to become a better contender in the regional 
economy by examining economic development as one part of a whole system of activity.  

Since local governments depend on property taxes for operating revenue, most of them pay close 
attention to the size and structure of their tax base. This can result in deliberate actions to zone large 
areas of the community for business and commercial use, with possible support of tax incentives, 
infrastructure, and various public/private partnerships. Sometimes, people think the tax base is 
synonymous with the employment base, but this is not really true. Non-taxpaying organizations like 
Bridgewater State University (BSU) or the state prison pay wages and provide many jobs in 
Bridgewater. BSU in particular presents partnership opportunities that enhance the Town’s economic 
development efforts while offering in-kind services to the community. Additionally, the Town and 
BSU often collaborate grant and donation opportunities, and the state prison pays pilot payments to 
the Town.  

Moreover, not everyone with a job works for someone else. Full- and part-time self-employment 
abounds in many small towns, and the gig economy plays a prominent role in the work lives of many 
people due, in part, to widespread access to technology. The consultant working in a home office, the 
artist in a home studio, and the Uber driver contribute to the vitality of the local economy even though 
they do not pay commercial property taxes.  

!"."! /0,1&,%2-3(%),&,( 1 ÁÎÄ 4ÒÅÎÄÓ-
LABOR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS 
A town’s labor force includes all residents age 16 and over who are currently employed or looking 
for work. In 2019, Bridgewater’s labor force included 15,507 people and its labor force participation 
rate was 67.0 percent, essentially on par with the statewide rate (67.3 percent),1 as well as with its peer 
group communities (67.1 percent).2 Table 5.1 reports basic labor force and unemployment statistics 
for the same communities.3 

1 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates, 2015-2019, Table B23025, Employment Status 
for the Population 16 Years and Over. 
2 Peer group communities include Dartmouth, Foxborough, Mansfield, Middleborough, Northampton, Raynham, 
Stoughton, and Walpole.  
3 Note: the annual unemployment rates reported in Table 5.1 are 12-month averages computed by the Massachusetts 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development (EOLWD). The Census Bureau also reports “point-in-time” 
unemployment estimates gathered for the American Community Survey (ACS). These two sources can produce 
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Table 5.2. 2019 Median Earnings by Means of Transportation to Work for Workers 16 Years and Over 
Mode Bridgewater Plymouth County MA 

Median Earnings  Ratio Median Earnings Ratio Median Earnings Ratio 
Overall  $44,251 --  $49,012 --  $48,323 -- 

Car, alone $47,566 1.07  $49,548 1.01  $50,682 1.05 

Car, carpool         $29,596 0.67  $35,433 0.72  $35,503 0.73 

Public Transit  $74,444 1.68  $77,761 1.59  $51,800 1.07 

Walked  $6,397 0.14  $13,221 0.27  $25,199 0.52 

Other* --  $31,060 0.63  $38,195 0.79 

Worked at 

home 
 $81,354 1.84  $56,777 1.16  $52,301 1.08 

!"#$%&()*3&$2%/>)+"33#>21F)!#$G&F)567,-5678),-.&/$)0'123/1&'4)9/:;&)<6H7574)/>?)</$$&11)@;/>>2>A)B$"#C)
DD+E)IJK1L&$M)2>%;#?&')1/N2%/:4)3"1"$%F%;&4):2%F%;&4)"$)"1L&$)3&/>'E 

Educational Attainment 
Educational attainment refers to the highest level of education people have completed. It is an 
important component of labor force analysis because education is so intertwined with the job choices 
available to people and the wages they are likely to earn over time. Fig. 5.3 presents educational 
attainment statistics for the population 25 years and over in Bridgewater, Plymouth County, and the 
Commonwealth. The data shows pluralities of  28.4 percent of Bridgewater residents and 27.8 percent 
of Plymouth County residents completed a high school diploma or equivalent (GED). Statewide, 
Bachelor’s degrees have recently become as common a level of educational attainment as high school 
diplomas, each representing 24 percent of Massachusetts residents. This trend toward increasing 
levels of educational attainment is particularly evident because residents with Bachelor’s degrees or 
higher make up 35.8 percent of Bridgewater, 37.6 percent of Plymouth County, and 43.7 percent of 
Massachusetts. Wage correlations indicate that workers with high levels of educational attainment are 
most likely to be commuting to work via public transportation or working from home.  
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Table 5.3 Location Quotients for Select Industries 

Industries 
Bridgewater to WDA Bridgewater to County 

!""#$%&$ !"'($%&$ !"'#$%&$ !""#$%&$ !"'($%&$ !"'#$%&$

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing,Hunting 2.43 1.14 -- 0.54 0.40 -- 

Mining, Quarrying, Oil and Gas Extraction -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Construction 1.14 1.02 1.16 1.24 1.12 1.25 

Manufacturing 0.35 0.30 0.42 0.42 0.34 0.50 

Durable Goods Manufacturing 0.54 0.50 0.66 0.68 0.52 0.73 

 Non-Durable Goods Manufacturing 0.09 0.08 0.12 0.10 0.09 0.16 

Utilities -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Wholesale Trade 0.49 0.59 0.52 0.68 0.63 0.63 

Retail Trade 0.61 0.60 0.64 0.58 0.58 0.63 

Transportation and Warehousing 0.59 1.07 1.00 0.90 1.56 1.61 

Information 0.47 0.47 0.27 0.38 0.30 0.18 

Finance and Insurance 2.20 2.61 1.97 1.35 1.64 0.99 

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 1.04 0.64 0.99 1.13 0.71 1.18 

Professional and Technical Services 0.62 0.72 0.91 0.53 0.47 0.67 

Management of Companies & Enterprises -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Administrative and Waste Services 0.21 0.19 0.37 0.24 0.31 0.44 

Education and Health Services 1.19 1.26 1.20 1.28 1.37 1.33 

Health Care and Social Assistance 0.22 0.26 0.56 0.24 0.29 0.63 

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 1.54 0.92 0.97 0.64 0.39 0.38 

Accommodation and Food Services 1.42 1.28 1.33 1.17 0.99 1.03 

Other Services, Except Public Administration 0.73 0.66 0.68 0.79 0.69 0.69 

Public Administration -- -- -- -- -- -- 

!"#$%&'()0N&%#12G&)KOO2%&)"O)D/:"$)/>?)P"$QO"$%&)R&G&;"C3&>1)S0KDPRT4)J03C;"F3&>1)/>?)P/A&'4M)S0!-
565T4)*>>#/;)U&C"$1')S56684)567V4)5678T4)/>?)</$$&11)@;/>>2>A)B$"#C)DD+E)

Table 5.3 shows that Bridgewater’s most robust industries relative to its greater area include finance 
and insurance, education and health services, and the construction trades. Although Bridgewater’s 
leisure and hospitality industry is strong as compared to the WDA, the leisure and hospitality industry 
across Plymouth County represents a larger share of its jobs than Bridgewater’s. Service-providing 
makes up the majority of the workforce, but the industry is about on par with the WDA as well as 
Plymouth County. Of the industries for which data are consistently available in Bridgewater, the most 
under-represented are non-durable goods manufacturing, professional and technical services, and 
information. 
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students. Nevertheless, the presence of commuter students in Bridgewater, along with the “counted” 
daytime population is a potential economic opportunity.  

Table 5.5. Ratio of Daytime Population to Total Population 
Geography Daytime Population Total Population Ratio 

BRIDGEWATER                33,254               27,436 1.212 

Dartmouth                 47,741                34,204 1.396 

Foxborough                29,831                 17,727 1.683 

Mansfield                33,095                23,947 1.382 

Middleborough                 32,142               24,850 1.293 

Northampton                 43,412                28,516 1.522 

Raynham                23,818                 14,196 1.678 

Stoughton               39,387               28,639 1.375 

Walpole               33,264                 25,129 1.324 

!"#$%&'()Z!)+&>'#')<#$&/#4)*3&$2%/>)+"33#>21F)!#$G&F)S*+!T),-.&/$)0'123/1&'4)567,-56784)9/:;&')<6766=4)
<6H6[V4)/>?)<6H6684)/>?)</$$&11)@;/>>2>A)B$"#C)DD+E)9L&'&)$/12"')?")>"1)2>%;#?&)1L&)%"33#12>A)'1#?&>1)
C"C#;/12">')O"$)<$2?A&X/1&$4)R/$13"#1L4)"$)\"$1L/3C1">4)/;;)"O)XL2%L)/$&)L"3&)1")#>2G&$'212&']%";;&A&'E)

Snapshot of Local Employers 
Bridgewater has fourteen employers with 
over 100 employees per establishment, 
many of which have been in town for 
decades. Although Bridgewater is a net 
exporter of jobs, several employers are 
among the largest in both the Brockton 
WDA and Plymouth County: the 
Bridgewater-Raynham School District, 
Bridgewater State University (BSU), 
Bridgewater State Hospital, and the Old 
Colony Correctional Center.13 Other 
businesses with over 100 employees 
include Roche Brothers, Home Depot, 
DePuy Synthes (a medical device 
company), and Claremont Companies, a 
real estate development, investment, and 
asset management firm established in 
1968 with 60 properties, including hotels, 
office space, residences, and more.14 A & A Metro Transportation is another longtime Bridgewater-
based business, having opened in 1952 as Bill’s Taxi and now acting as regional transit service with 
over 50 employees and locations in Boston, Mansfield, Randolph, and Medford.15 Infrastructural 
improvements and rezoning within the Elm Street Industrial District have generated a building spurt 
that is projected to bring additional job opportunities and substantial tax revenue.  

"$ Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development, “Largest 100 Employers in Bridgewater,” 2022. 
14 “Company Overview: Claremont Companies.” Accessed May 15, 2020. http://www.claremontcorp.com/company-
overview/ 
"% “About Us.” A &A Metro Transportation, January 17, 2020. www.aametro.com/about-aa-metro-transportation/ 

Bridgewater State University
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State and Regional Institutions 
The Bridgewater school system is reputable, attractive to families, and one of the largest employers in 
the town.16 Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School, located on the north side of town, serves 
about 1,500 students. Bridgewater State University recently expanded to include several facilities on 
campus, including a new Welcome Center in 2019 and the $98.7 million Dana Mohler-Faria Science 
and Mathematics Center in 2012.17 Bridgewater State Hospital employs specially trained security 
forces and health care professionals.18 

Other Businesses 
Bridgewater continues to support smaller, service-based businesses in the Central Business District 
and along Routes 104 and 18. Many businesses see the commercial districts as good places to operate 
and prosper. They have described Bridgewater as a welcoming place and generally report a positive 
working relationship with Town Hall. The Bridgewater Business Association, formed in 1984, hosts 
networking and community events such as Autumn-Fest and Christmas on the Common.19 
Bridgewater also supports other businesses by prioritizing the changing natural environment, 
remaining aware that vulnerability will substantially affect the Town’s ability to grow economically, 
and the implications this has on local businesses. Through efforts such as the Comprehensive 
Municipal Vulnerability Plan (MVP), the Town is working to identify and alleviate these concerns to 
ensure businesses are not impeded. 

Tax Base 
The majority of Bridgewater’s tax base is residential (Table 5.6), and the town has many non-taxable 
land uses such as its schools, BSU, over ten houses of worship, protected open space and recreation 
land, cultural institutions, Old Colony Correctional Institute, and Bridgewater State Hospital.20 In 
2020, just 12.9 percent of Bridgewater’s tax levy came from commercial, industrial, and personal (CIP) 
property.21  

Table 5.6. Tax Rate by Class (FY 2020)4

)*+,-./01$
23*-.,*$

45$6.7$89::$
6.7$;.<*$ =$+>$6+<.:$;*3*?@*$

;*A9B*?<9.:$ C+DD*-E9.:$ F?B@A<-9.:$ G*-A+?.:$G-+/*-<1$ ;$ CFG$
!"#$%&'()&"! K$LM$#4 #&NO%4 #&NO%4 #&NO%4 #&NO%4 87.1% 12.9% 
*(")+,-).! K&LP#O4 QNQ%4 #RNM!4 #RNM!4 #RNOP4 84.2% 15.8% 
/,01,",-%.! KRLMQP4 #&NQM4 %PN%!4 %PN%!4 %PN%!4 77.8% 22.2% 
2(345#&6$! KOL#O$4 #$N%R4 P#NR!4 P#NR!4 P#NR!4 77.9% 22.1% 
2#$$6&1,",-%.! K$LPR&4 #$NMM4 #RNMR4 #RNMR4 #RNMR4 82.2% 17.8% 
7,").(+8),3! K$L$O#4 #RNM!4 #RNM!4 #RNM!4 #RNM!4 80.6% 19.4% 
9(:3.(+! K$LOMM4 #&N&#4 #QNM!4 #QNM!4 #QNM!4 75.7% 24.3% 
;),-%.),3! K$LOPP4 #&NMQ4 P$N$Q4 P$N$Q4 P$N$Q4 79.7% 20.3% 
<(68,6&! KOLQ%O4 #&NQQ4 #QN&&4 #QN&&4 #QN&&4 86.9% 13.1% 
"#$%&'(!)*++*&,$+'--+!.'/*%-0'1-!#2!3'4'1$'5!64'%*7'!"8179'!:*089;!<*=!>899!*1?!:8+&*9!@'*%!<*=!A9*++828&*-8#1B!CDCDE!!

"& Ibid. 
"' Bridgewater State University, “A History of Bridgewater State University,” 2019. 
"( Deborah Becker, “Officials Mark Positive Changes at Bridgewater State Hospital,” WBUR, May 16, 2018.  
"! Bridgewater Business Association, “About the Bridgewater Business Association,” 2019. 
20 Please note there are no separate written PILOT agreements with state institutions other than the regular PILOT 
payments for state properties, following the state’s formula.  
#" Massachusetts Department of Revenue Division of Local Services Municipal Databank/Local Aid Section, Bridgewater 
Fiscal Year Tax Classification, 2019. 
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• Market Bridgewater to external audiences and residents to keep existing businesses and attract
new businesses, featuring video interviews with existing companies and entrepreneurs, local
success stories, timely economic and real estate data, and Town contacts.

!"!"! =//():4>,?,@&/+,
Map 5.1. – Journey to Work For Bridgewater Residents 
Map 5.2. – Journey to Work for Bridgewater Workers   
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6. Natural, Cultural, and Open Space Resources

!"#"! $%&'()*+&,(%-
Bridgewater’s patterns of land use and open space are a reflection of the landscapes that have helped 
to shape Bridgewater over thousands of years. The region of Bridgewater was originally populated 
by an Indigenous hunter-gatherer community for at least 12,000 years, with abundant anadromous 
fish in the freshwater streams, and woodland habitat available to this population. According to 
archeological studies, agriculture in the area began about 3,000 to 1,500 years ago.  

Shortly before the English settlers arrived, a disease that was most likely carried on the vessels of 
European explorers, traders, and fishermen decimated the Indigenous population, and upon the 
establishment of Plymouth Colony in 1620, tensions, conflicts, and collaborations ensued. As the 
colony grew, so too did its demand for natural resources. In 1649, Wampanoag Sachem Massasoit, 
then called Ousamequin (written today in Wôpanâôt8âôk, the Wampanoag language, as 8sâmeeqan) 
and three Duxbury residents, including Captain Myles Standish, negotiated the sale of 196 square 
miles of land, now known as Old Bridgewater.1 The area encompasses modern-day Bridgewater (the 
former South Parish, incorporated in 1716),2 East Bridgewater, West Bridgewater, Brockton, and parts 
of other surrounding communities. The English chartered the Town of Bridgewater in 1656, and 
residents made use of the natural landscape: ponds (used to carve ice), clay soils (used to make bricks), 
bogs (a source of iron for nails, cotton gins, other industrial machinery), power from several significant 
rivers (for mills and shoe manufacturing), and land for forest, crops, and cattle.  

Bridgewater grew as an agricultural community, and over time it was home to factories as well. With 
the construction of nearby highways in the 1960s, the population grew more quickly: from 1960 to 
1970, the Town saw 25 percent population growth, and from 1970 to 1980, the population grew 33 
percent. In the decades since commuting took hold across the South Shore, Bridgewater became an 
increasingly suburban community as farmland was converted to housing developments, and 
Bridgewater’s population grew 23 percent between 1980 and 1990 and 18 percent between 1990 and 
2000. Population growth slowed to 5 percent from 2000 to 2010, and picked up to an increase of 8 
percent between 2010 and 2020. 

Older business districts are located to the north around Central Square and along Broad Street, while 
many newer businesses situated to the south are proximal to the Route 104 corridor near the Route 24 
interchange and south on Route 18 (Bedford Street). Older manufacturing sites lie along the riverine 
areas, where preserved open spaces still contain remnants of these earlier industries. Among these 
sites is the Camp Titicut Reservation, where shipbuilding took place in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries, facilitated by the Taunton River and the abundance of white oak trees, until a 
dam was installed downstream near the Taunton-Raynham line.3 Foundries and iron works were 
located north of downtown and along the Bridgewater’s northerly Town River. The Old Paper Mill 

1 The “Bridgewater Deed” survives today. It is housed in the Old Bridgewater Historical Society’s Memorial Building. 
2 Mitchell, Nahum. Mitchell’s History of Bridgewater, p.44, 1897; originally published in 1850 Access on March 4, 2021 at 
https://archive.org/details/historyofearlyset00mitcch/page/44/mode/2up?view=theater  
3 “Shipbuilding on the Upper Taunton,” The Taunton River Stewardship Council, accessed October 7, 2021 at 
http://tauntonriver.org/shipbuilding.htm  
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OPEN SPACE AND NATURAL RESOURCES  
!"#$#%&'()#*#%+,*-&'(,./(0#1$2(  
The topography of the landscape in Bridgewater has influenced development and land use patterns 
significantly. There are hills, flatter areas, rivers, streams and ponds, with historic dams and low-lying 
wetter land areas. A little over 3,000 of Bridgewater’s roughly 18,000 acres are mapped wetlands.5 
Over 20,000 years ago, Massachusetts was covered in glacial ice, and these massive ice formations 
sculpted the landscape with the deposits and imprints. 

Bridgewater has landforms running north-south known as drumlins, which are glacial till deposits 
and land scrapes from the glacial ice sheets as they moved across the land. Examples of drumlins are 
along Forest Street east of South Street. These drumlins typically contain dense pockets or layers of 
clay, with packed gravel and other materials, making the absorption of water slower than more sandy 
and looser soils. The relative height of the drumlins provide scenic views, and add to the natural 
hillsides and scenic beauty of the landscape. Elevations in the Town range from ten feet above mean 
sea level (MSL) to over 150 feet above MSL on some of the higher hilltops.  !

 

5 VHB Town of Bridgewater OSRP Update, 2017. 
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Some areas of the community with soils less suitable for septic systems have been sewered to properly 
treat sanitary waste where septic systems have failed over time. An advanced wastewater treatment 
plant is located off Morris Avenue and discharges into Town River. This system serves the downtown 
center, Bridgewater State University, and some other more densely populated areas encompassing 
the older parts of Town along Main, Summer, Pleasant, and Plymouth Streets, as well as newer 
housing complexes south of Lake Nippenicket.6 Sewer may be extended to other areas with poorly 
drained soils over time.  

 

6 Horsley Witten Group, Final Report: Water and Sewer Service Area Maps, Taunton River Watershed Project Phase I, 2008. 
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Hockomock Swamp, the Matfield and Taunton Rivers, and south central Bridgewater are mapped as 
important habitats for protection. The Town of Bridgewater and the Old Colony Planning Council 
(OCPC) designated Hockomock Swamp and the Town and Taunton Rivers as priority protection areas 
(PPA) in 2013.7 The largest mapped Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife, EH 614, overlaps the 
Hockomock Swamp (Figure 6.2), and the Taunton River along the southern border of the Town creates 
another sizable Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife (EH 593) that runs across Route 28 into south-
central Bridgewater.8 In 1990, the Hockomock Swamp was first listed as an Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC), a designation by the state’s Secretary of Environmental Affairs that 
followed petition of the local community.9 This designation is based on a goal of a long-range 
management plan to help maintain and protect the resource, and triggers state review of larger 
projects in the area. 

 

 

7 VHB Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2017. 
8 Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife, 14th Edition Heritage Atlas, 2017.  
9 “Designation of the Hockomock Swamp Area of Critical Environmental Concern” available at 
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/vh/hock-des.pdf. Accessed January 4, 2021. 
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Careful monitoring of these tanks and proper construction to prevent groundwater contamination is 
important for these sites over the long term.  
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 Historic Properties  
Bridgewater has 385 historic resources documented on MACRIS, the MA Historical Commission’s 
Cultural Resource Information System.13 While most properties are only documented as historic 
resources at the state level, the Stanley Iron Works and the McElwain School are also listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Forty-nine of the historic resources were constructed in the 18th 
century, including eight of the Town’s cemeteries and numerous homes such as the Tory House 
located on 57 Central Square. The vast majority (264; 257 extant) of the Town’s documented historic 
resources date back to the 19th century. The Academy Building, a Colonial-Revival, Italianate-style 
building constructed in 1848 for use as a school, is currently used for town offices and was 
rehabilitated in 2016 with the help of CPA funds. Also located in Central Square is the Romanesque 
Revival-style Memorial Building, originally constructed in 1881 as a public library and currently being 
considered for other uses after the town offices located in the building were relocated to the Academy 
Building. The old Town Hall, built in 1843, is also currently being considered for adaptive reuse as a 
cultural center, an undertaking Bridgewater residents strongly favor according to a recently 
completed Town Hall feasibility study.14 Map 6.11 displays the historic properties and features listed 
on MACRIS by type.

 

13 Records accessed on March 1, 2021 indicate 385 historic resources including areas, buildings, burial grounds, objects, and 
structures. 
14 Epstein Joslin Architects, Findings and Recommendations to the Town of Bridgewater, MA for the Adaptive Reuse of Old Town 
Hall, 2021. 
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Tracing of Stanley Iron Works Land Survey  
(1911; Source: MACRIS) McElwain School, 250 Main Street 
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communities that opt for at least a one-year delay period, and the demolition delay ordinance has not 
been utilized since its adoption in 2017.  

 

 

Industrial History  
Many documented historical resources relate to the Town’s industrial history. In addition to 
Bridgewater Iron Works structures listed on the National Register of Historic Places, MACRIS lists 
twenty-four homes originally used for Bridgewater Iron Manufacturing company housing, one of 
which was used for the company Superintendent. There are also four Plymouth Creamery worker 
homes on Summer Street (1900), one former brick worker housing residence on Cook Street (1890), 
two duplex structures on Bedford Street (1885) for builder Henry G. Prophett’s workers. Bridgewater 
also has a history in shoe manufacturing, as evidenced by the W.H. McElwain Shoe Manufacturing 
Company building on Perkins Street (1898), a large structure currently used as a self-storage facility, 
and Bridgewater Shoe Corporation building (1915) formerly at 42 Spring Street.   

Music Alley      
Several cultural events take place downtown at Music Alley, built and licensed for music events with 
CPA funds and owned and maintained by the Town. Should the abutting old Town Hall be 
transformed into a cultural center, this area could be wholly transformed and ripe for hosting 
community events. At this time it is unknown if live events will resume for the 2021 season due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

The Joseph Leonard House/Tory House 

MACRIS records indicate that the first part of this 
historic home in Central Square house was built in 
the late 17th century with additions during the 18th 

century. Currently a privately owned boarding 
house, this home is known for being a stop on the 

Underground Railroad. 







!"#$%&'()&"*+,-."&/&01#2&*3(1)&"*45(0* *
!"#$%&'()*(+#%,'#-.(!,-%,'#-.(#/0(1$&/(2$#3&(4&56,'3&5*

 

strategies, and recommendations from these plans are still applicable and may frame opportunities 
for the Town to revisit and explore. This theme of increasing safe access to and connectivity between 
the myriad historic and open space resources that represent Bridgewater is resonant through many 
recent plans as a top priority.  
 
Bridgewater Downtown Community Development Master Plan (2014)  
In 2014, the Cecil Group and Nelson/Nygaard prepared the Bridgewater Downtown Community 
Development Master Plan, which primarily focused on the revitalization of Central Square and its 
surrounding area. The plan outlined recommendations relating to branding, façade improvement, 
parking and circulation, streetscape improvements, and zoning. These recommendations for 
Bridgewater’s Central Business District (CBD) would help to reinvigorate the area to serve as a 
cultural hub for the Town. Together these improvements, many of which are still applicable, can help 
Bridgewater develop a rich identity and sense of place rooted in its cultural, historic, and natural 
resources.! 

Master Plan Update (2014) 
The 2014 Bridgewater Master Plan Update revised select chapters of the 2002 Master Plan, one of 
which was the Open Space chapter. The open space goals of the Master Plan Update “focus on 
protecting and appreciating the most significant open space properties for the purposes of farming, 
environmental and habitat protection, scenic vistas, and passive outdoor recreation” and were based 
on both the Town’s 2009 Open Space and Recreation Plan and input from the community.  

Downtown Bridgewater Plan (2016) 
Prepared by Old Colony Planning Council, this plan primarily focused on economic development and 
housing-related factors within the context of the Central Business District. However, like other recent 
plans, this included promotion of the Nunckatessett Greenway/Bay Circuit Trail. 

Recreation Needs Assessment (2015; Approved 2016)! !
VHB evaluated twelve active and nine passive recreation facilities and conducted community 
outreach to determine recommendations relating to the Town’s recreational needs. These 
recommendations relating to open space focused on improving entrances and access to passive 
recreation areas, adding consistent furnishings and signage to these areas, establishing a Town point 
person managing the Town’s passive recreation opportunities, and creating a map of recreational and 
conservation areas, trails, and paths.! 

Open Space and Recreation Plan Update (2017) 
 The plan identifies opportunities to improve, expand trails and connect trails; increase public 
awareness of available open space and recreation opportunities; preserve and cultivate public and 
private agricultural lands; and protect environmentally sensitive areas. 

Bridgewater State University Institutional Strategic Plan (2018)  
This 5-year strategic plan outlines five goals, one of which most clearly lends itself to supporting the 
Town’s goals for cultural resources; goal 4 of the university’s strategic plan is to “Serve as a regional 
catalyst for economic, cultural and intellectual engagement.” Strategies relating to this goal focus on 
fostering regional collaboration to build economic, cultural and intellectual capacity and facilitating 
opportunities for family-friendly educational, cultural and recreational activities. 
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Parklands Assessment Report (2018) !
This report, prepared for the Town by Anthony Hebert, Bridgewater State University Graduate 
Student, outlines specific steps, priorities and estimated costs for improvements to the Town’s 
parklands. The report recommends increasing staff in the Parks & Recreation Department to support 
parklands maintenance and oversee volunteers, increase signage, and promote the parklands through 
advertising in multiple formats. 

2019 Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Plan  
This plan identifies priority actions to help improve the Town’s resilience to climate change and 
natural disasters. Many of the plan’s recommendations focused on the use of climate change 
projections to: develop specific climate change resiliency action plans for the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, water supply wells, and parks and recreational areas; update the stormwater ordinance based 
and establish a stormwater education program; and review and update zoning requirements to 
address climate change resilience. The plan’s recommendations also reinforce priorities identified in 
other planning efforts, including the High Street Dam removal and High Street Bridge replacement 
and continued implementation of the Open Space and Recreation Plan to protect agricultural land. 

Town of Bridgewater Community Preservation Plan (FY2020-2024) 
The Town’s Community Preservation Plan was approved in April 2020, making it the most recent 
formal planning document relating (in part) to the Town’s cultural, historic, and open space resources. 
The plan is organized into goals relating to community housing, historic preservation, open space and 
passive recreation, and active recreation. The CPA evaluates projects in part based on their 
compatibility between these categories and with existing planning and community goals. With this in 
mind, the each of the plan’s goals identify which CPA categories and existing community goals they 
reinforce. !

+-)'"#)%.&+!+/'#"'&-,!
Stewardship 
An interesting characteristic of much of the open space, water conservation, and preserved landscapes 
in Bridgewater is that they are often managed for both active and passive recreation and are more 
familiarly thought of by the community as “parkland.” Stewardship roles for management of the 
conservation and passive open space is not clearly identified in the inventory of open space for the 
Town, and Bridgewater has not completed a detailed inventory of its conservation lands and what is 
in each park. Volunteer stewards are relied upon to help manage these areas; however, no particular 
entity is directing implementation activities, fundraising, or public outreach. Some groups are more 
active than others, and some do not have adequate time and resources to meet the goals of the 
community as outlined in its planning documents for these resources. 

Outreach during the comprehensive planning process identified a need to designate specific town 
departments or land stewards to take up the implementation of management plans for some of the 
more significant open space and conservation properties, including the potential to link these areas 
through pedestrian walking trails or canoe launches where rivers and streams can be used as a 
connection. In addition, sharing the important historic significance of past land uses — particularly 
where remnants of sawmills, brick works, ice houses, forges, and other industrial uses still can be 
found — supports the goal of expanding the general public’s understanding of the cultural resources 
and rich history of the landscape. 
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A municipality’s public facilities and the services it provides to its residents reflect the priorities of a 
community and its capacity for future growth. Public facilities are municipally-owned improved 
properties that provide space for the administration of local government and the delivery of municipal 
programs and services. Public services represent what the local government does to meet the needs 
of its residents and businesses. These concepts are fundamentally inseparable and best examined 
together. 

Investment in municipal properties, utilities, and 
services can be costly but nonetheless essential, 
so local governments must carefully prioritize 
spending. Suburban areas do not always have the 
resources to fund a range of services and 
facilities, emphasizing the need for participation 
in the planning process by residents; business 
owners; Town staff; volunteers; advisory and 
regulatory committees, commissions, boards; 
and other stakeholders who make a municipality 
function effectively. The master planning process 
highlights immediate needs, plans for 
sustainable growth, and informs budgeting. It is 
important that residents have clear means to 
provide input, beyond public comment opportunities at the community’s legislative meetings.  

The majority of municipal funding goes to direct services, such as schools, libraries, parks and 
playgrounds, public safety, and public works; however, special projects such as parking expansion, 
studies, revitalization, commercial and industrial growth, and beyond also require funding to move 
forward. The Town Manager’s Office periodically publishes the Capital Budget and the Five-Year 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP), which is critical to coordinating and financing future projects 
and acquiring assets.  

The Town is in the process of recodifying its Zoning Ordinance to promote the community’s welfare 
and encourage appropriate uses of available land. Select chapters of the 2002 Master Plan was updated 
in 2014, serving as a roadmap for the community’s development. Other examples of efforts to uphold 
and preserve high-functioning services and facilities, and create new revenue streams to fund them, 
include the 2019 Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Plan, the 2017 Open Space and 
Recreation Plan, and the 2020-2024 Community Preservation Plan. Each plan is referenced throughout 
this chapter.  

The Academy Building - Town Hall 
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The Bridgewater Police Department (BPD) receives nine percent of the Town’s yearly budget 
($5,558,278, FY 2020) to support a full-service department - one Chief of Police, one Captain, two 
lieutenants, one court prosecutor, two detectives, four sergeants, one detective sergeant, twenty-seven 
officers, and two administrative staff members. Of the twenty-eight officers, there is one K9 officer, 
one motorcycle officer, one School Resource Officer, and one Firearms Licensing Officer.16 There are 
five divisions within the Bridgewater Police Department: Bike Patrol, Detectives, Motorcycle Unit, 
Patrol Division, and the Whitman, West Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, Bridgewater, and 
Bridgewater State University (W.E.B.) Task Force. The Police are responsible for providing a safe 
environment for the residents by enforcing the law and ensuring a sense of security to enhance the 
quality of life. Department activities managed by the Police are patrol, detective, records, 
identification, prosecution, animal control, auxiliary police, parking enforcement, and ancillary 
services related to those tasks. BPD Officers meet with the Town Manager and other departments, 
particularly the regional school district, Public Works, Information Technology, and the Legal 
department. The Police and Animal Control work together on nuisance complaints, violations of the 
animal control ordinance, and any matters pertaining to wildlife and pet ownership.  

Aligning with the community policing model, the Bridgewater Police Department offers the Citizens 
Police Academy, a program designed to inform the community and develop working relationships to 
solve collective issues. Classes are held for residents at the Police Station and taught by officers. Topics 
include: domestic violence, use of force, patrol procedures, constitutional/motor vehicle law, sex 
offender registry, narcotics enforcement, drunk driving, the Satucket Regional Tactical Team, canine 
patrol, courtroom procedure, and criminal investigation. Participants can also ride with officers on 
patrol, tour the Old Colony Correctional Center, and view proceedings at Brockton District Court.17  

Other programs offered are Civilian ALICE Training (Civilian Response Training to Active 
Shooter/Violence Incidents), women’s self-defense courses, and domestic violence resources. 
Bridgewater PD are members of the Southeastern Massachusetts Law Enforcement Council (SEMLEC) 
SWAT Team, the SEMLEC Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM) team, the regional W.E.B. 
Major Crimes and Drug Task Force, the Brockton Area Opioid Abuse Collaborative, the Bridging 
LIVES Coalition (with local officials and the school district), and Plymouth County Outreach. 

Bridgewater Police obtain supplemental funding through federal and state grants to support 
operations. Recently awarded grants include a Coalition of Plymouth County Police Departments Jail 
Diversion Program Grant (2018), a Byrne Justice Assistance Grant for new security cameras, and a 
grant from the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS) to address impaired driving. 
The local Police maintain strong relationships with the Bridgewater State University (BSU) Campus 
Police, the Old Colony Correctional Center, and with the police forces of surrounding towns. The 
Town has roughly 1.49 uniformed personnel per 1,000 residents.18 The majority of police calls are 
accidental or abandoned calls, with the second most prevalent issue being a request for an officer at 
the scene as shown in Figure 7.4.  

 

16 Bridgewater Police Department www.bridgewaterpolice.org.  
17 Bridgewater Police Department, “Citizen’s Police Academy,” June 10, 2020.  
18 Based on a total population of 27,436 (2015-2019 ACS Five-Year Estimates). This does not include BSU Campus Police. 
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The Bridgewater Fire Department (BFD) protects the community through fire prevention, 
suppression, and education, and by training for natural and man-made disasters. The Department 
interacts with the Town Manager, other departments, and regional/state entities such as the 
Bridgewater Raynham Regional School District, Public Works, Information Technology, BSU, and the 
Massachusetts Department of Corrections. The Bridgewater Fire Department received $5,829,469 in 
FY 2020  (10 percent of the yearly budget) to serve the residents of Bridgewater, BSU, the Old Colony 
Correctional Center, and the Bridgewater State Hospital.19 The Department also operates as the 
Emergency Preparedness Department (Bridgewater Emergency Management Agency – BEMA), 
providing emergency management services to residents in addition to fire and emergency medical 
preparedness and operations. BFD is responsible for preplanning and coordinating emergency 
disaster services in accordance with the Town’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan 
(CEMP)20 approved in 2020.21  

The Fire Department is a full-service operation consisting of 51 full-time firefighters including the 
Chief, one Deputy Chief, one Training Captain/Paramedic, one Fire Prevention 
Officer/Lieutenant/Paramedic, one EMS Lieutenant/Paramedic, an Executive Assistant, an Office 
Administrator, and forty-two firefighters. Four duty groups staff the headquarters and the substation 
(11-12 firefighters per group), each member being a certified paramedic or EMT. BFD’s apparatus 
consists of three engines, a tower engine, three ambulances, a special operations vehicle, two forest 

 

19 This is the sum from the general fund and does not include ambulance receipts and other financial sources.  
20 Town of Bridgewater, Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code, Part II, Chapter 2, Article I, Section 16: Fire and EMS, 
p.8-99, February 27, 2017, amended October 22, 2021. 
21 Town of Bridgewater, Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, July 2020 
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policies and legislation.33 The Open Space Committee (five members) advises on all matters pertaining 
to open space and natural resources,34 and it works closely with the Town Manager, the Community 
and Economic Development Director, and the Community Preservation Committee.35  

Cultural Council 

The Bridgewater Cultural Council operates pursuant to the provisions of MGL Chapter 10, promoting 
excellence, access, education, and diversity in the arts, humanities, and interpretive sciences for all 
Bridgewater residents while contributing to the community’s economic vitality.36 It is the advisory 
and ministerial body that decides the distribution of arts lottery funds and other funds that may be 
available. The Council also conducts local activities and partners with other towns to promote the arts. 
The Council obtains most of its support and resources from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the 
state organization supporting all things arts and culture. Additionally, the Council receives 
administrative support, financial assistance, and property for sponsoring exhibits and related 
displays/activities from the Town Manager. The Town Manager is the Council’s liaison to Town 
Council concerning policy and legislation around the arts.37 The Council granted $19,599 to support 
32 projects in 2020.38 

Historical Commission  

The Historical Commission is a five-member advisory body consisting of three regular members and 
two alternates. The Commission has many responsibilities including protecting and developing the 
Bridgewater’s historical and archaeological assets, conducting research, cooperating with the state 
archaeologist, making landmark recommendations to Town Council and the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, advising on the execution of contracts, surveying historical sites and buildings, 
determining the historical significance of structures subject to the demolition delay bylaw, and hosting 
seminars/hearings with individuals, organizations, institutions or services. The Commission may 
recommend the acquisition of property by gift, purchase, grant, bequest, devise, lease or a fee or lesser 
interest in real or personal property. Town Council and the Commission work together on 
preservation and development policies and legislation of assets.  

Historic District Commission 

The Historic District Commission is seven-person advisory and regulatory committee that must have 
an architect, a builder with five years of historic renovation experience, or a professional educator or 
attorney specializing in historic preservation. Members are appointed for three-year terms. At least 
one member must be a resident or property owner in the District. The Historic District Commission 
endorses the educational, cultural, economic, aesthetic, and literary significance of structures within 
the district’s boundaries through preservation and protection. The Commission is responsible for 

 

33 Town of Bridgewater, Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code, Part II, Chapter 1, Article III, Section 22: Parks and 
Recreation Commission, p.68-69, February 27, 2017, amended October 22, 2021. 
34 Inactive from 2016 to late 2019 because the number of members did not reach a quorum 
35 Town of Bridgewater, Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code, Part II, Chapter 1, Article II, Section 21: Open Space 
Committee, p.68, February 27, 2017, amended October 22, 2021. 
36 Massachusetts Cultural Council, “Bridgewater Cultural Council,” June 14, 2020.  
37 Town of Bridgewater, Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code, Part II, Chapter 1, Article III, Section 10: Cultural Council, 
p.60, February 27, 2017, amended October 22, 2021. 
38 Town of Bridgewater, Annual Town Report 2020, Cultural Council, p.46-49, December 31, 2020. 
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developing and maintaining standards of historical appropriateness for the appearance of building 
exteriors and settings within the District. Part of this task is weighing in on demolition or removal of 
protected structures and on the appropriateness of displays when a certificate of appropriateness is 
required. 39 The Town Manager and the Community and Economic Development Department provide 
assistance for Commission activities. Town Council works with the Committee on legislation/policy. 
The ZBA, Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Board of Health, Community Preservation 
Committee, and the Historical Commission also work closely with the Historic District Commission 
as needed.  

Community Preservation Committee 

Bridgewater voted to authorize the Community Preservation Act (CPA), MGL Chapter 44B, a local 
option statute enacted by the Massachusetts legislature, in 2005. Bridgewater citizens voted to impose 
a 2 percent surcharge on property taxes after the first $100,000 of assessed value to create funding for 
open space protection, historic preservation, affordable housing, and recreation. CPA funds are also 
generated through a variable distribution from the state Community Preservation Trust Fund. Since 
its adoption by Town vote, Bridgewater has collected roughly $8.5 million, and the Community 
Preservation Trust Fund distribution has ranged from 18 to 100 percent of local receipts.40 The CPA 
Fund had a balance of $3,661,790 at the end of FY19. Bridgewater’s Community Preservation 
Committee (CPC) is responsible for evaluating the Town’s needs and resources regarding community 
preservation, including reviewing applications and recommending spending appropriations to Town 
Council for authorization. The CPC is composed of nine members, appointed by the Town Manager, 
subject to recommendation from their respective committees: one member of the Conservation 
Commission; one member of the Bridgewater Historic District Commission; one member of the 
Historical Commission; one member of the Planning Board; one member of the Affordable Housing 
Trust; one member of the Housing Authority; one member of the Open Space Committee; and one 
member of the Parks and Recreation Commission. These appointees do not require ratification from 
the Town Council. The Town Manager shall appoint one at-large member, whose appointment shall 
be ratified by the Town Council. These members bring needs from their respective associations, but 
vote independently of those associations under CPA legislation. The CPC consults with the Town 
Manager and other boards/commissions as needed. 

:*,<()#'0)*%9;?3,-%@,?*'*8%
The Bridgewater Public Library (BPL) is a historically and culturally significant institution in Town. 
The history of the library at its current location of 15 South Street extends back to 1967, when Flora T. 
Little bequeathed half a million dollars to the Board of Library Trustees. This location is slightly north 
of the original library, the Memorial Building,41 commissioned and constructed in 1872 as a memorial 
to Bridgewater Citizens killed in the Civil War. There are nine staff members, including a Director 
appointed by the Town Manager. The Director is appointed upon the recommendation of the Board 
of Library Trustees. According to the 2020 Annual Town Report, the Library had an operating budget 
of about $634,126 and offered 266 programs for children, young adults, and adults, which were 
attended by 7,777 patrons. 42 Unlike in previous years, all programming in 2020 was held online due 

 

39 Town of Bridgewater, Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code, Part II, Chapter 1, Article III, Section 16: Historic District 
Commission, p.64-65, February 27, 2017, amended October 22, 2021. 
40 JM Goldson, Town of Bridgewater Community Preservation Plan FY2020-2024, February 2020.  
41 Bridgewater Public Library, “About the Library,” June 15, 2020.  
42 Town of Bridgewater, Annual Town Report 2020, Public Library, p.85, December 31, 2020. 
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supplemented by grants such as those from the Executive Office of Elder Affairs, and private 
donations. Dialogue is maintained with Public Works, the Health Department, the Elder Affairs 
Commission, and other boards as-needed. The Elder Affairs Commission also serves as the Trustees 
of the Senior Center funds, making recommendations to the Director and the DPW Director on capital 
needs/repairs, issues with building condition, and beyond.53 The Commission primarily interacts 
with the Elder Services Director, who then reports to the Town Manager. The Town Manager then 
relays the needs and concerns of the elderly population and the Senior Center to Town Council. 

D)0)*'$=E%F)*G,-)=%%
The Department of Veterans’ Services is responsible for supporting Bridgewater’s veteran 
community. The Department has one Veteran’s Agent (also known as a Veterans Service Officer) 
serving roughly 1,200 veterans residing in the Town. The Veterans Agent is appointed by the Town 
Manager. Veterans’ Services receives 31 percent of the Health and Human Services operating budget, 
or $153,411.54 This is in addition to federal VA benefits and state-sponsored financial and medical 
benefits received.  

The Veteran’s Agent advises and assists resident veterans and their dependents in accessing state and 
federal benefits. The Agent also provides outreach, counseling, medical, and support services, and 
regularly works with the Town Manager on all matters relating to veteran policies, facilities, budgets, 
procurement, personnel, and operations. The Agent may work with the Finance Director and the 
Town Treasurer to provide the financials and to assist veterans with real estate tax abatements.55 The 
Veterans’ Council supports and advises the Veterans Agent on programs, services, policies, and 
financial management. The Council’s communication with the Town Manager is done through the 
Veterans’ Agent; communication with Town Council is done through the Town Manager. There are 
between five and fifteen members on the Council at any given time, serving three-year staggered 
terms.56  

&";($%)>4"%'.$*#)
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The Bridgewater-Raynham School District is a K-12 regional school district serving the communities 
of Bridgewater and Raynham. There are seven schools in the district: Mitchell Elementary School 
(Bridgewater), Laliberte Elementary School (Raynham), Merrill Elementary School (Raynham), 
Bridgewater Middle School (Bridgewater), Raynham Middle School (Raynham), Williams 
Intermediate School (Bridgewater), and Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School. The majority of 
young adults attend the regional high school, but some may attend the Bristol-Plymouth Regional 
Vocational Technical School, Norfolk County Agricultural School (Norfolk Aggie), or others 
depending on their area of interest. There are also private schooling options in the surrounding 
communities for each grade level.  

 

53 Town of Bridgewater, Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code, Part II, Chapter 1, Article III, Section 12: Elder Affairs 
Commission, Pages 62-63, February 27, 2017, amended December 17, 2019. 
54 Town of Bridgewater, Town of Bridgewater FY2021 General Fund Operating Budget, May 19, 2020. 
55  Town of Bridgewater, Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code, Part II, Chapter 2, Article I, Section 13: Veterans’ 
Department, p.94-95, February 27, 2017, amended October 22, 2021. 
56 Town of Bridgewater, Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code, Part II, Chapter 1, Article III, Section 28: Veterans’ 
Council, p.72, February 27, 2017, amended October 22, 2021. 
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The Town of Bridgewater owns and operates public facilities, equipment, and infrastructure that are 
classified as either capital assets or capital projects. Capital assets are new or rehabilitated physical 
assets that are non-recurring in nature and have a useful life of at least five years. Capital projects are 
used to acquire capital assets and exceed $25,000 – the qualification to be included in the Capital 
Improvement Plan.65 Examples of capital projects are construction of or major improvements to public 
buildings and roads. Many of Bridgewater’s buildings are historically and culturally significant, 
requiring specialized care and maintenance that qualifies as a capital project. Older historic buildings 
often pose structural and financial challenges when attempting to renovate for modern-day use and 
code compliance. There are several buildings that remain in need of ADA-accessible infrastructure 
installations, for example the Memorial Building.  

Bridgewater’s municipally-owned buildings and structures have a combined value of approximately 
$55,500,000.66 Public school facilities have their own maintenance budgets for salaries/wages, 
supplies, and upgrades. Custodial or maintenance staff report issues/needs to a department head 
overseeing capital improvements for the specific building. The Bridgewater-Raynham School District 
has their own Facilities Department reporting to the Superintendent and the School Committee.  

9;?3,-%:;,3<,$(=%%

The Academy Building/Municipal Office Building  

The Academy Building has served as Bridgewater’s “new” Town Hall since 1916. The building is 
located at 66 Central Square in the Central Business District (CBD), overlooking the Town Common 
and within the Historic District. The majority of government services are conducted here, offering a 

“one-stop-shop” for activities pertaining to government 
operations. The only departments not housed in the building are 
Parks and Recreation, the Water/Sewer Department, the 
Roadways Department, and the Council on Aging. Up until the 
renovations, Town Hall was unable to meet space, storage, and 
service demands. The building now contains three levels, five 
meeting spaces, and a 28-space rear parking lot. Proximity to local 
businesses, Bridgewater State University, and other municipal 
operations such as the Bridgewater Public Library maximize the 
efficiency of this location.   

David Flynn Town Hall  

The David Flynn Town Hall, also known as the “Old Town Hall” 
or the “Town House,” was constructed in 1843 and has been a 
landmark in the community for over 150 years. The building is 
located at 50 Central Square, abutting the Fire Station 
headquarters. While it is currently unused, a study to evaluate its 
feasibility as a cultural center was completed in 2019. The David 
Flynn Town Hall is also the subject of a historical designation 

 

65 Town of Bridgewater, Proposed Capital Improvement Program 2019-2025, January 17, 2019. 
66 Town of Bridgewater, Schedule of Locations, prepared for the Town by MIIA Property and Casualty Group, Inc., 
September 30, 2019. 

David Flynn Town Hall (also 
known as Old Town Hall) 
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for improvements upon the Town Manger’s request to Town Council. The updated 2021-2026 CIP has 
slated $275,000 for technology improvements and general rehabilitation throughout FY2022.  

Bridgewater Police Station 

The Police Station has a modern, 15,000 ft2 campus equipped with the space to accommodate their 
full-time police force of five divisions and administrative staff, plus their apparatus. The 60-acre 
station was built in 2002 and is located on Route 104 at 220 Pleasant Street. Bridgewater has a long 
history of supporting public safety, usually earmarking nine percent ($5,000,000) of the general fund 
for the Police. There will be $690,000 allocated to BPD facilities and equipment between 2019 and 2025 
from the Capital Stabilization Fund and a percentage of the general government allocation. The Town 
used Green Communities grant money to improve energy efficiency at the station. Students from the 
Bristol-Plymouth Regional Technical School worked with the Police Department to construct the new 
outbuilding in the parking lot behind the station. The new outbuilding replaced two older storage 
sheds.70 

Bridgewater Fire Stations  

Bridgewater has two fire stations that host four duty groups of 51 employees: a headquarters located 
near the Town Common at 22 School Street and Station 2 (Prattown) located at 774 Plymouth Street. 
The seven-bay headquarters was constructed in the 1860s, with additions made in 1951, 1960, and 
1972.71 Station 2, constructed in 2001, is a three-bay substation east of the CBD. It serves as a regional 
equipment cache site through the Department of Homeland Security. This entails housing message 
boards, light towers, and generators for emergency or planned use by communities in the southeast 
region. The equipment is in a steel-framed fabric shelter.72 As the host community, Bridgewater is 
responsible for coordinating the loan of cache resources. Approximately ten percent ($5,500,000) of 
general fund spending is allocated to the Fire Department. BFD received ten percent of 2019-2025 
Capital Improvement Program funds. Ten million dollars (Debt Exclusion) of that funding was put 
toward the new Fire Headquarters and Substation 1. The Headquarters’ schematics have since been 
approved by the ad hoc Fire Station Committee and presented to Town Council and the public. The 
cost estimate for the building and Substation 1 upgrades are roughly $23 million. The 2021-2026 CIP 
allocated $35,000 to HVAC improvements in Station 2, and $15,600,000 to the building design and 
construction of Station 1. 

Department of Public Works Facilities 

The DPW has various locations throughout the Town that support each subdepartment’s services: 

•! Engineering offices: 151 High Street 

•! Highway Department: 151 High Street, with accessory facilities at 215 High Street73  

•! The Transfer Station/Recycling Center: 1200 Bedford Street 

 

70 “Construction Continues on Bridgewater Police Department Outbuilding,” Wicked Local, September 24, 2019. 
71 Bridgewater Fire Department, “History,” June 18, 2020.  
72 Town of Bridgewater, Annual Town Report 2018, Fire: Emergency Management, p.85-86, December 31, 2018. 
73 These accessory facilities include a highway garage and fueling depot, a bulk storage canopy, and a salt shed.  
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underway for an outdoor seating and recreation area with a Pickle Ball court. Bridgewater continues 
to support its senior population and Elder Affairs staff as much as possible.   

Pratt School Building Meeting Hall/VFW Post 2125 

The Pratt School Building Meeting Hall is a former schoolhouse erected in 1856. It is located at 40 
Orange Street in Bridgewater’s eastern neighborhood of Prattown.79 The building was enlarged in 
1908 to accommodate the growing population and provide meeting space. The Town owns the facility, 
which is now the James A. Oliver Jr. Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2125 and the Bridgewater 
Veterans Council.  

McElwain School  

The McElwain School at 250 Main Street is a former 
elementary school that served the community of 
Bridgewater for 80 years. The two-story brick 
building was built in 1912 on two acres of land 
northwest of the CBD. The school was designed by 
Loring and Phipps, a prominent Boston architectural 
firm at the time. The school underwent little to no 
changes during its 80-year lifespan, closing in 1997.80 
The roof, however, was replaced in 2002. The 
building has served as a storage facility since its 
closure. Today, the building has been refurbished 
into 57 mixed-income apartments, with occupancy 
slated for 2022. The project also includes a detached 
rear building with housing units and the 
rehabilitation of a three-family home and barn at 242 
Main Street.81 The Community Preservation Fund granted, with appropriation from Town Council, 
$1.35 million from CPA housing funds for this project in 2018.  

BTV Town Cable  

BTV Access Corporation (Bridgewater Community Television) is a non-profit public television 
enterprise serving the community. The facility is located at 80 Spring Street. BTV produces and 
broadcasts original programming over cable channel nine and btvaccess.com.82 Content includes 
news, sports, religious programming, music, cooking, performing arts, political programming and 
more. BTV also provides support for the Government Access Channel 22 and Education Channel 98 
with Town Council and School Committee meetings. Ninety percent of programming is shot, edited, 
and produced by volunteers. There are four staff members, including a Station Manager, and a seven-
person board. Comcast subscribers fund the BTV Access Corporation, with a percentage of the 

 

79 Benjamin Spence, Bridgewater, Massachusetts: A Town in Transition “Education in Bridgewater, Massachusetts, 1900-
1910,” 2008. 
80 Secretary of the Commonwealth William Francis Galvin, “William H. McElwain School, Bridgewater, Approved for 
Nomination to the National Register Of Historic Places,” September 17, 2012. 
81 CoUrbanize, “McElwain School Apartments,” June 16, 2020.  
82 BTV Bridgewater Access Online, “About Us,” June 17, 2020.  

The McElwain School 
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Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Plan (2019) 

In September 2016, Governor Baker issued Executive Order No. 569 (EO 569), establishing an 
Integrated Climate Change Strategy for the Commonwealth. Under the order, the Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) created the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) 
grant program. An MVP is required to receive future state grant funds to support resiliency planning 
and implementation of climate change adaptation actions for resiliency. When awarded an initial 
MVP grant to develop a resilience plan, the Town hired Green International Affiliates, Inc. They are 
an MVP-certified provider trained to deliver technical assistance to communities using the 
Community Resilience Building (CRB) Framework. Information garnered from two workshops, 
observational and statistical data analysis, and Town staff expertise allowed for the development of 
the plan’s action steps to improve resiliency to climate change in Bridgewater. High priority 
recommendations from the plan included (plus five others, and 8 low- to medium priorities): 

•! Develop a Climate Change Resiliency Action Plan for the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP); 

•! Develop a Climate Change Resiliency Action Plan for the Town’s water supply wells and 
treatment facilities; 

•! Review and update the Town’s Stormwater Ordinance; 

•! Purchase and Install an emergency generator at the Senior Center and develop an Emergency 
Back-up Power Plan for other public facilities that serve vulnerable populations; and 

•! Develop a Town-wide emergency transport and food supply emergency action plan for 
vulnerable populations. 

)
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Bridgewater is rapidly changing, growing, and diversifying. MassDOT’s growth projections confirm 
that Bridgewater’s population is projected to increase by 8 percent between 2010 and 2040.91 The 2020 
Census confirms that Bridgewater has already matched this, growing from 26,563 to 28,633 since 2010. 
Population growth results in changes household types, household sizes, as well as the demographic 
landscape. As with most Southeastern Massachusetts municipalities, the number of seniors (those 
aged 65+) is anticipated to increase and the number of young people (aged 15-34) is anticipated to 
decrease or level off. The Town is experiencing the greatest change among seniors as Baby Boomers 
age. Seniors are anticipated to grow by 120 percent between 2010 and 2040, and 77 percent between 
2020 and 2040. Aging populations come with additional demands on municipal services and facilities. 
The Town must realize for the impact these demographic changes will have, and prepare contingency 
plans accordingly.  

2'/,0'3%&'$'()1)$0%'$<%9*)G)$0'0,G)%&',$0)$'$-)%
Bridgewater has finite resources, often leading to difficult decision-making. Maintaining services is a 
balance, and the demand for certain services outweighs demand for others. Because of their 
importance in ongoing operations and attracting new residents, public works, public safety and 

 

91 Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT),” UMDI-DOT Vintage 2018 City/Town Totals, January 2022.  
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education are usually prioritized. The Town Manager and Town Council ultimately decide which 
services are kept, which are not, and which capital projects are prioritized over the coming years.  

Given past issues with the structural integrity of Bridgewater’s public buildings and the average age 
of the infrastructure, the Town should consider planning for preventative maintenance, implementing 
a strategic asset plan, or commissioning a comprehensive facilities capital management plan. Planning 
for preventative maintenance stops problems before they start, increases the life expectancy of assets, 
and prevents long periods of vacancy and decline when revenue could be generated.  
Bridgewater should also consider appointing or electing a municipal facilities commission to conduct 
regulatory reviews and data analysis, advise the Town Manager and Council, advocate for policies 
and legislation, secure funding, and interact with other governing bodies or departments to enhance 
the quality of facilities.   

!'L%>)G)$;)M%F)*G,-)=M%'$<%!"#$HI#$)<%@'$<%
The Town of Bridgewater has a set tax rate for all land uses. The rate is currently 14.73, a 1 percent 
decrease since 2016. The total assessed value of Town land has increased 26 percent since 2016, or 6.5 
percent per year ($2,512,988,630 to $3,175,181,780). Residential property continues to be the most 
revenue-generating land use (28 percent increase since 2016); however, industrial land has seen the 
greatest increase in value over the past four years (30 percent since 2016). Commercial values have 
grown by 23 percent.92 Figure 7.6 below outlines in detail the value changes in Bridgewater since 2017. 

The 2020 residential levy was $40,739,318. From 2015-2020, the percentage of tax revenue generated 
by commercial/industrial and personal properties decreased from 14.3 percent to 12.9 percent. The 
Commercial, Industrial and Personal Property increase is higher than that of the preceding five-year 
period (2010-2015), when it increased more slowly. An important point to note is that assessed values 
are becoming dominated by residential and commercial values. This should be examined, considering 
the Town’s single tax rate. Another point to note is the difficulty associated with industrial and 
commercial value gains, given the limitations of suitable land. These increases are good for 
Bridgewater; however, the feasibility of sustaining growth and meeting future needs given the 
limitations of industrial and commercial land should be considered.  

Certain services, particularly Public Works, Culture/Recreation and Education will require more 
resources to sustain growth. Departments are compromising programs, activities, and staff while 

 

92 Massachusetts Department of Revenue, Division of Local Services, Municipal Databank/Local Aid Section Data Analytics 
and Resources Bureau, Community Comparison Report: Bridgewater, July 10,2020. 
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•! Engage the Town Council’s Strategic Planning Committee to help oversee the implementation 
of this Comprehensive Master Plan and work with the Town Manager’s office to develop the 
annual “State of the Plan” report. 

<%5/":&'0&6&11>%3'"0A%>1;%$6;$%&';5'J&&;';O&'M5H0R1'65JJ$0";3':&/&@59J&0;'0&&:1)'

•! Maintain accurate and up-to-date studies of water and sewer capacity and continue to explore 
opportunities for expansion. 

!"B"! C;;8%),0-
!'&<)
Map 7.1 – Town of Bridgewater Major Public Facilities  
Map 7.2 – Town of Bridgewater Town-Owned Parcels  

*.B>+)
Town of Bridgewater Organizational Chart of Paid Government 
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8.! Implementation Program 
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The success of any plan depends on its feasibility and a town’s ability to balance near-term interests with 
long-term needs. The role of a Comprehensive Master Plan’s implementation program is to provide 
balance by bringing all of the key recommendations into focus and organizing them into a plan of action. 
The timeframes for various actions can be changed if Bridgewater needs to respond to unforeseen 
opportunities, but overall, the timeframe designations provided in this section imply that some steps have 
a higher priority than others or can simply be accomplished faster than others.  

Several of the major Comprehensive Master Plan recommendations call for additional planning and 
zoning amendments that can help local officials exert more control on growth and change in Bridgewater. 
As some areas may be ripe for change more than others, it will be important for the Town to focus 
resources first where change is likely to occur in the near term. The goal is to arrive at a plan that protects 
(if not enhances) the rights of property owners while getting the best possible outcome for Bridgewater. 

Bridgewater will contend with master plan implementation challenges because the town is small and 
growing, and it is still dealing with the struggles usually associated with a change in form of government. 
The Town does not have enough staff, volunteers, or financial resources to juggle lots of initiatives all at 
once – at least not without the potential for tension. As a result, implementation will most likely require 
several years, patience, and periodic reassessments of the implementation schedule as local priorities 
change over time. In addition, Bridgewater found it difficult to implement the last master plan (2002 with 
2014 updates), yet some of the earlier recommendations remain relevant today. Like other towns, 
Bridgewater has a history of tension about how far local government should go to manage growth and 
change. Many residents would like the town to stay just as it is, yet Bridgewater has already changed in 
ways that are obvious from a review of historic maps, photographs, and reports. 

On one level, Bridgewater has a variety of unique resources that residents want to protect, including the 
Town’s inventory of historic buildings and its network of open spaces. On another level, the Town has 
needs that have been deferred for financial, policy, or other reasons. Balancing these needs and wants is 
challenging for a town with limited capacity. Finally, master plan implementation in Massachusetts is 
difficult because planning has such an ambiguous legal position. Here more than in most states, the 
propensity of master plans to “sit on a shelf” can be attributed, at least in part, to the limited, obsolete 
tools that local governments have to control their destiny. 

Despite these challenges, Bridgewater has resources to bring to master plan implementation. Residents 
obviously love their town, and this seems to apply just as much to long-time residents and newcomers. 
They value the schools and the services they receive from town government, and they appreciate the 
qualities that make Bridgewater a pleasant community. The Town also has talented officials and staff, so 
even though Bridgewater’s relatively small local government limits how much can be done in any given 
year, the capacity for competent master plan implementation is very strong. 

!
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8.2. Comprehensive Master Plan Element: Land Use 
!"#$"%#&
The Land Use element illustrates how the shift from organic to regulated growth patterns affect Bridgewater’s choices today. Understanding the 
Town’s evolution in terms of residential, commercial, and industrial development or institutional uses such as Bridgewater State University or the 
Old Colony Correctional Center can shed light on today’s opportunities and constraints, and policies to manage future change. This element also 
includes a review of Bridgewater’s current land use regulations, which affect what can be built in Town today. The land use policies and 
recommendations in the Comprehensive Master Plan will help Bridgewater shape future development to meet future needs. 

'(')*%+*,%-%).
The Comprehensive Master Plan’s land use recommendations balance development, preservation, economic prosperity, and climate resiliency. 
Incentives to mix commercial space and housing in and around the downtown area and other already developed parts of town will result in using 
less land, producing fewer impervious surfaces, and generating fewer negative environmental impacts than new low-density development. 
Creating safe, secure pedestrian environments also encourages people to walk more and drive less. Leadership and staff training opportunities will 
also help prepare Bridgewater for future climate emergencies and better understand the role that land use regulations can play to achieve that end.    

/!*-'0
• Provide clear, concise, and transparent zoning regulations to guide regulatory boards and landowners.
• Balance land use and development with environmental stewardship and social equity.

1!-%2#'0*+30$#2!44#+3*)%!+'0
Policy 8.2.1. Use “smart growth” development approaches to preserve open space and encourage sustainability. 
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8.3. Comprehensive Master Plan Element: Transportation & Circulation 
!"#$"%#&0
The Transportation and Circulation element includes many recommendations that fall outside of a regulatory framework, such as conducting safety 
studies, improving infrastructure maintenance, and evaluating parking and circulation techniques. However, many recommendations involve the 
Complete Streets Policy adopted by the Town in 2016, and the Zoning Ordinance determines parking and sidewalk infrastructure requirements for 
new development. This element recommends that Bridgewater’s zoning regulations be configured to encourage that new development enhance the 
Town’s pedestrian and bikeway transportation systems as well as require access management on major routes. 

'(')*%+*,%-%).0
Transportation policy directly affects sustainability and resiliency. As such, the Transportation and Circulation element emphasizes improving 
multimodal transportation options for the benefit of the environment and the community at-large. Connecting more public spaces, making spaces 
accessible to all ages and abilities, and encouraging density where development already exists are all ideas supported by national planning and 
public health organizations and advocates for helping seniors stay in their communities. The Town should focus on updating safety, accessibility, 
and connectivity and use strategies such as traffic signal timing and pavement markings to fulfill its “Complete Streets” commitments.  

/!*-'0
• Improve safety and accessibility for all transportation modes and users.
• Encourage multimodal transportation to minimize vehicular congestion, especially downtown.
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Policy 8.3.1. Improve safety across transportation modes for users of all ages and abilities. 
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Policy 8.3.7. Encourage the adoption of advanced transportation modes and other sustainable transportation solutions. 
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Policy 8.4.4. Use “smart growth” approaches to develop housing in a sustainable manner. 
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8.6.! Comprehensive Master Plan Element: Natural, Cultural, and Open Space Resources 
!"#$"%#&!
The Natural, Cultural, and Open Space Resources element emphasizes caring for Bridgewater’s existing conservation areas and parks, protecting 
lands with recognized open space and natural resource significance, and valuing the Town’s historic resource areas and cultural resources. Together, 
these features express the community’s heritage and convey the relationship people experience with past and present Bridgewater. The 
Comprehensive Master Plan process revealed how deeply residents care about Bridgewater’s natural and built environment. This element elevates 
public sentiments and advocates for a number of preservation priorities.   

'(')*%+*,%-%).0
Environmental stewardship, local volunteers, and the repurposing of existing spaces will go a long way toward helping Bridgewater preserve the 
qualities residents say they love about the Town. The actions listed below address maintaining critical natural assets, public education about the 
role of open space and natural resources in protecting public health, and the connection between the environment, history, and culture. Preserving 
these resources is not only sustainable and feasible, but it promotes appreciation for tradition and heritage. Partnering with local groups that work 
to preserve and maintain Bridgewater’s most cherished spaces will be an important part of planning for resiliency today and in the future. 

/!*-'0
• Establish Bridgewater as a cultural, intellectual, and recreational hub in the region.
• Protect natural resources while providing and promoting open space access.
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Policy 8.6.1. Provide for adequate planning, monitoring, and management of the town’s open space. 
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Policy 8.6.2. Improve access to and maintenance of parks and open space. 
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Policy 8.6.3. Preserve and promote awareness of cultural and historic resources to give residents a sense of place and of what is available to 
them and their families. 
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Policy 8.7.2. Collaborate with the Bridgewater-Raynham School District to meet the diverse needs of all students. 
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